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* Proposed PCI Changes; Reactions 


* Occhetto Explains Choice 
90ES0272A Milan L’UNITA in Italian 16 Nov 89 p 3 


[Article by Giorgio Frasca Polara: “Let's Not Stop Here, 
Friends.’ Our Heritage Must Be Enriched, Not Lost”; 
first paragraph is L'UNITA introduction] 


[Text] After two days of debate on Occhetto’s “costitu- 
ente” [proposal to constitute a new party encompassing 
all parties and elements of the left, with the PCI (Italian 
Communist Party) at its center], the PCI leadership has 
decided to advance the meeting of the party's Central 
Committee to Monday. Occhetto’s conclusions: “We 
have outlined a proposed future course. It must now be 
actively deliberated by the entire party. It represents a 
thrust into the future, a process, that in no way suggests 
a sellout, but that expresses the best in our tradition.” 
The goal: a major force that will provide a viable 
alternative. The name? To stem from the process. 


Rome—After two days of heated debate by the leader- 
ship, and based on his evaluation of the results, Achille 
Occhetto last night drew the following conclusions: “It is 
perfectly clear,” he said. “that both the secretariat and 
the executive group have sought not to make decisions 
that would be bin:‘ing on the party as a whole, but rather 
to outline a proposed future course that must be sub- 
mitted to discussion by all comrades at all levels. It is 
also perfectly clear,” he added, “that we have not taken 
a change of party name as a starting point. Our intent is 
to bring into being a process that before, during, and 
even after the eventual forming of a new political force 
will be the outgrowth of a process that unites the left.” 


Because of the very nature of this proposal, which is 
addressed to the Italian society in its entirety, the exec- 
utive group has opened a discussion that is to unfold “in 
a spirit of freedom and objectivity.” “I say this in 
particular to those who fear that our heritage will be lost: 
Nothing is to be lost and nothing is to be imposed. And 
to those who would call into question the sentiments of 
each of us, I say that ours are with those of our comrades 
who in one way or another manifest today a true-hearted 
affection for the PCI and for its monumental history. 
pe is the nature of my affection, as well, and that of all 
of us.” 


And straightaway, an admonition: Many will seck to 
stigmatize this affection, to create a climate of confusion 
and suspicion around the executive group, to portray us 
as those who have consistently been wrong from the 
outset. “But the fact is that our approach has been and is 
now correct as we ask, without haughtiness, that 
everyone give as serious thought as we are giving to the 
momentous events, the enveloping, ecpooh-making 
changes, that are taking place worldwide. May the 
others, and in particular the other forces of the left, have 
the same courage as we.” And here, a reference to the 
“hints” coming from the socialists in this respect: “Our 
hope is that this deliberation will be conducted with all 


due thoroughness to a final conclusion: Our courage 
entitles us to ensure the coherence of the proceedings.” 


Occhetto then returned to the issue of a change of name, 
pointing out that it must not be tied to the failures of the 
East, but rather to the worldwide changes in process. He 
emphasized that the events of the East have their own 
specificity. In Hungary, an effort is being made, in the 
face of major difficulties, to safeguard a socialist demo- 
cratic future, and, after 40 years of such government, 
Hungary faces serious dangers from the right. In Poland, 
the Communist Party is very much in the minority: Its 
reformist and democratic positions are being sustained 
by dire struggle on the part of the workers and by 
dedication on the part of Solidarnosc. In the USSR, a 
number of nationalistic phenomena and indeed bloody 
struggles are signs of serious threats. “We are hopeful of 
a positive outcome and must work actively toward that 
end. However, we must face the fact that there has been 
an enormous deterioration in the values of socialism and 
that it will take a long time to restore a renewed faith in 
them.” 


The Italian Communists are not faced with any of these 
problems: “Our bonds to the country are strong ones, 
and our function is an important one in a democracy 
that bears the imprint of our struggle, of our work. Our 
problem is a different onc: It is to seize all the opportu- 
nities that are now opening up for waging the democratic 
and socialist struggle, and to mobilize all avc:iable forces 
to that end.” 


At this point, Occhetto turned to the guidelines that 
must govern discussion within the party. “First of all, we 
must speak our minds clearly and honestly—and this 
applies as well to issues of collegiality. Everything called 
for by our bylaws and rules has been done in accordance 
therewith: A secretariat, and immediately thereafter an 
executive group, were convoked, to put before them a 
matter of far-reaching importance. | consider 1 impor- 
tant neverth cless to welcome the invitation extended by 
Macaluso, Tortorella, and Chiaromonte to address the 
issue on the basis of a collegial proceeding. which. | 
emphasize, must be kept orderly. Let me add that the 
problem we addressed was a problem already in being, 
and one that we would have had to address sooner or 
later. Its reality was borne out by the fact that all | had to 
do was say at Bologna that the issuc in its entirety was 
open to discussion, for my words to be taken as a final 
and complete decision of the issue itself.” 


The important thing, however, is to grasp the signifi- 
cance of changes. “This we have always done, even when 
the world was divided into blocs and the situation called 
for choices, to some extent compelling ones. We have, in 
all cases, made these choices without incurring the 
dilemma between orthodoxy and yielding, but rather, 
always asserting, with courage, an independence of our 
own. In this way we have always honored our name and 
retained a capability for innovation that others did not 
have and were thus led into dishonoring that name.” 











Occhetto repeated once again that the essential consid- 
eration, with respect as well to the issue of the name, has 
been, and is now, an evaluation of what was and is 
politically new that could give or can now give life to a 
new political formation. “We must now ask ourselves 
and the party whether such relevant changes have now 
occurred,” and “whether they can be furthered.” Here 
Occhetto addressed the questions Chiarante and Chiar- 
omonte had raised specifically as to the existence of such 
possibilities. “These are questions to be submitted to the 
policy deliberation process that we are now setting in 
motion. But they have nothing to do with the accusations 
of seeking to sell out our party's political heritage.” 
Occhetto also warned, nevertheless, that to conduct the 
discussion along positive lines it will also be necessary to 
evaluate “the risks of an offensive that is certain to be 
pressed with growing intensity and with intent to dis- 
credit our effort as a process of homologation toward a 
socialist unity that is vague and totally devoid of any 
distinctive platform, and the risks of a lengthy campaign 
of attrition that would also create problems within the 
party.” 


Several things must therefore be made clear. The first: 
“Everyone has been able to verify that I have considered 
the sssue of a name solely as the outcome of a process. 
And that the core of the propusal is a constituent phase, 
which is to be an evolutionary process that draws our 
comrades out of [the seclusion of] their local sections and 
into the debate—a process that must be lively, active. 
and unifying: that in no way involves a sellout; and that, 
on the contrary, calls for all the pride that has brought us 
this far and that must not fail us now.” The second thing 
that must be made clear: “This evolutionary process is 
therefore not a personal challenge or a challenge aimed 
against the executive group. This challenge can be a 
forward-looking thrust into the future only if the party 
has every intention of carrying it through to completion, 
in the knowledge that nothing in it must lead to a sellout, 
and that, on the contrary, it is @ new start that embodies 
all that is best in our tradition.” The third clear and 
essential point is this: “The best forces of progress must 
be brought together in the most comprehensive manner 
possible to remodel socialism in a spirit of freedom, of 
Europe. This is our guaranty against all risks of a 
subordinative yielding.” 


In sum, this course of action, said Achille Occhetto, “lays 
bare any ideological pretext and corrects the course of 
the political and social conflict toward basic truth, and 
the truth is that in this country there is no need of 
homologation but rather of conflict waged on modern 
bases that will open the way to a new window on the 
government.” The purpose must be to create the pre- 
mises on which the forces willing to undertake this 
arduous course can be increased: “It is thus a process 
that does not isolate us within ourselves but that, on the 
contrary, opens the way for us to strike forth in all 
directions, on a conquest of new energies, and with the 
verve and dedication of one secking to put his or her 
imprint on reality.” 
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If this effort is to succeed, “It is undeniably evident that 
the new political formation must set for iself clearly 
defined tasks decided collegially by the entire party as a 
body and by the new forces willing to commit themselves 
to this undertaking, and that it must evolve clearly 
distinctive platforms embodying a plurality of posi- 
tions.” Our guidelines in this quest can only be the 
idees-forces issued by the 1 8th Congress, “and, foremost, 
the urgent need for a new critique, the raising of the 
democratic issue, and, again, the principles of democ- 
racy and human solidarity and liberation, implying a 
commitment to a profound transformation of our evo- 
lution.” 


So: “Where is this sellout? Who no longer wants to 
fight”, asked Occhetto, addressing a comment by 
Luciana Castellina, who had argued that the proposal 
formulated by the PCI's secretary general, to say nothing 
of its author's own inclination (“an interpolation | 
appreciated”), would lead to that. 


Occhetto reiterated: “A deliberation 1s necessary, and it 
must be collective, but bounded by mutual respect. We 
can disagree with each other and put forth a better pian. 
What is unacceptable 1s to be infamously accused of 
selling out. I don't accept 1 because | have always served 
this party with devotion. I have never felt the need to 
abandon it. | have always pointed out the urgent need, 
cven during our most dramatic moments, to aug vent its 
influence.” And here, the PCI's secretary gencral 
‘eturned to hammering home the political thrus. of his 
proposal: “We must lift the strangichold on the Itahan 
political situation, through a courageous, though diffi- 
cult, choice that has one essential objective—to give 
birth to a party, to a new political formation capable of 
waging a hard-fought battle of opposition, aimed al 
changing this society and at opening a road to the 
alternative, to the government of the country.” 


Occhetto also positioned the PCI's relations with the PSI 
{italian Socialist Party] within this framework: “Our 
relations with the PSI must be viewed in strictly political 
terms—as a rivalry within the alternative.” As things 
stand at present, there are notable differences in piat- 
forms that are in no way related to the situation in the 
East (cited as an example, the drug issue). “These are the 
differences we must debate, knowing that. in the process 
we r= Dringing into being, the basic platform we evolve 
will be the founding clement on which the identity of the 
diverse political forces will rest.” 


In conclusion: “That the operation on which we would 
embark may initially produce anxieties 1s understand- 
able. If this proposal were to signify a weakening of our 
resolve, | would be the first to oppose it. Differences 
among us’ Some of these have long been present among 
us and have resurfaced here. Good. Then why not 
dissolve them in a more fertile context? Why not make 
them unifying clements between diverse forces and ideas 
instead of compressing them into sterile rigidities, in the 
knowledge that representing these diversities within the 
framework of the new political formation 1s one thing. 
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and thal creating a state of mind that would casi a 
shadow over our effort, as if this operation could Iead to 
a betrayal, would be an entirely different thing. Let's 
decide, therefore, to begin a real confrontation of views. 
Let's see what it produces. | believe there is a real desire 
to open a new exchange of views among ourselves. 
Essential it is, therefore, that this desire express itself in 
a proper manner, that there be mutual respect among us, 
and that no one entertain the idea that any of us secks to 
> Otherwise, we shall commit a grave 


* Some Early Reactions 
QOES0272B Milan L’UNITA in Italian 16 Now 89 p 3 


[Article by Sergio Criscuoli: “lott: Yes, To Honor Our 
History, Pajetta’s Reservations, Castellina’s No™; first 
pavagraph is L°UNITA introduction} 


[Text] Forty-five interposals of comment on Occhetto's 
proposal, a wide ranging consensus in favor, and a 
vanety of interpretations, particularly as to the potential 

yields from the constituting of a new party. Luciana 
Castellina’ $ total dissent (following Magri’s), Pajetta’s 
criticisms, and Chiarante’s and Santostasi's reservations. 
Thus did the executive group's deliberations end last 
night with respect to the new course of the PCI [Italian 
Communist Party]. The Central Commitice will begin 
debating it on Monday. 


Rome—Confidence and anxiety, enthusiasm and doubts 
marked the 45 interposals by members of the PCI 
executive group, whose deliberations ended last night. 
On Monday, the Central Committee, mecting behind 
closed doors, will begin its proceedings. Citing a state- 
ment by Occhetto (“It will be up to the party as a whole 
to decide by way of a serious, open, and calm discus- 
sion”), and, in accordance with a praxis typical of 
[Leninist] democratic centralism, Natta advocated for- 
warding the proposai to the Central Committee without 
a vote by the executive group that in any way might 
appear binding. Occhetto stated for the record that this 
procedure was implicit in his concluding remarks. 


Yesterday's deliberations again produced a wide-ranging 
consensus in favor of Occhetto’s proposal, but signifi- 
cant differences of interpretation are not lacking, espe- 
cially as to relations with the PSI [Italian Socialist Party). 
Luciana Castellina’s dissent was total, following Magri's, 
while Pajetta cited profound uncertainties. Chiarante 
and Santostasi expressed reservations and cast a vote of 
abstention. 


The New Course; The Name 


“Let's face the fact frankly,” said Nilde lotti, “that the 


communist discourse is being refuted because of what is 
happening in the East. “The point is,“ she continued, 
“that we—we who have such a glorious past behind 
us—cannot accept being compelled to go on the defen- 
sive. This is why we must adopt without delay, and 


expeditiously, the venture, the experiment, being pro- 
posed to us by Occhetto,.” which signifies. she added, 

ing our history, our national function.” Payetta, 
on the other hand, disagreed with the statement of 
reasons for the proposed new course: “I disagree with 
those who reiterate the terms ‘acceleration’ and “inevita- 
ble.“ Petruccioli remarked that “for a long time we have 
no longer been communists,” even though this name 
“represents the continuity of a course to which millions 
of Italians are committed.“ “If names should be conse- 
quent upon the things they actually represent, are we not 
representing what we really are by continuing to 
call ourselves communists?” Mussi addressed a recur- 
rent objection: Why change now, at the very time when 
events are bearing out the correctness of the course we 
have been following? To which he replied: “Our inde- 


r 


.” he said, “rs at msk of being 
sidelined.” Folenz was al pains to point out that “the 
choice of a new name musi be the result of a process, not 
a point of departure.“ Barbara Pollastrini would like the 
choice of a new name to be “the synthesis of a search and 
a spirited debate,” and, since “the change is to bring 
about an improvement, we must make it joyously, com- 
plete with “the fireworks.” Chiarante, on the other hand, 
was critical: “We risk conveying the impression of a 
sellout of the PCI's history. We also run the ns of a 
paralysis of the party over the issue of the naive. A 
division over this issue would be very dangerous. In view 
of this I shall limit myself to abstaining.“ A round “no™ 
came from Luciana Castellina. Occhetto’s proposal, she 
said, “is a lazy response, a ‘nominalistic’ approach 
concerned more with packaging than with content.” The 
result, she foresees, will be “a loss of identity, confusion, 
abandonments,” and, in sum, “an absurd caving-in to 
those who attack us.“ Velironi, on the other hand, 
approves of the new course: “We will not be sending a 
sellout message. On the contrary, we will be asserting our 
values in the new situation.” Lalla Trupia exploded: 
“The dismay to which some refer is not a today thing. 
For a long time we have been asking ourselves what 
indeed is our function in the left. Our choice,” she said, 
“ys the exact opposite of homologation. It is a reentry 
into the game, a bold one.“ Chiaromonte rejected force- 
fully the perception of a “historic failure” of the com- 
munist movement, asking: “Have millions of persons, 
for 70 years, indeed been the prey of a colossal hoax?” 
But, he added: “It doesn't perturb me if others ask us to 
change our name.“ 


The ‘Constituent’ Phase; Relations With the PSI 


Pajetta’s criticism on this point was explicit: “We must 
consider the risk,” he said, “that the response to our call 
for those we would like to have with us will be a yes only 
from those who represent bits and pieces of shattered 
movements or whose contribution of ideas, confused 
ones for the most part, we are unable to share.” Luciana 
Castellina adduced reasons for her skepticism: “What is 
lacking is not our desire for an opening toward other 











= 


forces, but rather the faith in our ability to produce 
changes.” “Of course,” said Veltroni, “merely adding a 


Ist 
need real and new forces. Today we alone are not 
wrent to constitute the alternative, bul there is a 


sees it, “The pockets of resistance within our party to a 
Cialogue and confrontation of ideas with the socialists 


objective.” Borghini sees a possibility of “halting the 
spiraling of the polemic with the PSI.” But Ersilia 
Salvato foresees, instead. the need for a pitched battle of 
ideas, in view of the fact that “vast differences cxist 
between us and the PSI as to the nature of society and the 
State, and as to our conception of nghts.” Chiaramonte 
objects: “Let's not take it for granted that our relations 
with the PSI must necessarily worsen. If what we're 
fighting for is the alternative, merely adding splinters 
from the so-called silent left will not suffice.” Petruccioli 
predicts that “the PSI will not be able to continue its 
present policy,” while Pellicani expects Craxi to place 
new obstacles in the way: “We must prepare for a period 
of struggic, although this will not imply choices involving 
a complete break.” Livia Turco and Folena see in 
Occhetto’s proposed “constituent phase” an opportunity 
to attract forces of the Catholic world. Chiarante, on th 
other hand, is critical of it because “it's a unilateral 
initiative. It's unthinkable that a ‘constituent phase’ can 
be made to work if it is proposed solely by the PCI.” 


The Socialist International 


According to Andriani, all the historic obstacles to the 
entry of a force such as the PCI into the Socialist 
International have fallen. “New discriminations may 
arise, but they can no longer be the previous ones and do 
not justify our separation from the International.” Sor- 
iero 18 Convinced of the importance of joining it, “sub- 
ject, however, to defining what in our view must be the 
role of today’s Europe.” Rubbi feels that, in any case, a 
deliberation must be opened as to the International's 
prospects for fostering an “enrichment of policy and 
planning” Luciana Castellina again disagrees: We must 
join, she says, but keep our name, only Craxi would be 
opposed to this. 


*New Course’ Time Frames 


Act fast, don't keep the party in a state of uncertainty, 
don't approach the spring elections without a definitive 
choice. And, adove all, don’t allow too much time to pass 
between the PCI's special congress and the constituting 
of the new party. Urgent appeals in this sense were 
vowed by Nilde lotts, Imbeni, Pelicani, Petruccioh, and 
Lalla Trupia. Pctruccioli also addressed a basic question: 
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Why this new course now? His dry response: “The 
situation six months from now will not be more favor- 
abic.~ 


* Emotions Run High 
WES0272IC Milan L'UNITA in Italian 17 Now 89 p § 


[Article by Sergio Criscuol: “Those Bottegone Hot 
Lines”: first pac:agraph is L'UNITA introduction] 


[Text] Calls from all over Italy by members and voters 
cupressing disconcertion or support are arriving by the 
hundreds. The staff takes notes and sends them on to the 
secretariat. And, in another room. the party's local 
sections are being polled. 


Rome—Smoothly attached to the outside walls of the 
Bottegone [PCI (Italian Communist Party) headquarters 
building] during the night. by unknown but undoubtedly 
clean hands, are several posters bearing the PCI's ham- 
mer-and-sickle insignia. a silent message no one dreams 
of removing. In the lobby, the secur:ty-guard comrades 
“sort out™ the flow of reporters in search of “biggies.” 
On the second floor, the secretarnat 1s meeting. Time 
weighs heavily. On the other floors, work proceeds in 
silence. The flow of comments, impressions, perpliexi- 
ties, and outbursts heard in the heat of the moment has 
dried up. A waiting pattern has set in. Like an carth- 
quake, the deflagration of the news is sending out its 
shock waves. And what waves they are’ It's an emotional 
storm the likes of which have never been seen. The 
Bottegone’s “antennas” are vibrating, the telephone 
switchboard is sizzling. the telegram reception desk is 
overflowing, even the computers are fibrillating under 
the impact of so many messages “mailed™ via cable. The 
party “base” 1s im turmoil, 


“What do I think’” asks a security-guard comrade. 
“Well, | think that at least everything will start moving 
again. We'll sec...” 


On the first floor, two switchboard operators are saying: 
“Since day before yesterday, we've been bombarded 
with telephone calls from all over Italy. We realized 
immediately that we would need a telephone reception 
group to take all the calls.” The calls are passed on to two 
rooms on the third floor, where the staff 1s organized into 
shifts to listen and respond to all the callers. The average 
is a call every five minutes, with continuous streams 
during peaks. The staff has adopted a method: Each 
caller 1s asked his or her name, surname, age, place of 
residence. The caller is then listened to, notes are taken, 
and party members are asked to press their opimons and 
views at coming discussions within the party. The notes 
taken on cach call are typed and forwarded to the 
political bureau secretariat. This praxis, which has been 
in effect since the day before yesterday, has enabled 
Occhetto to keep in touch with the incoming reactions 
from the main body of the party, while attending the 
executive group mecting on the fifth floor. 
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Nine of every 10 calls deal solely with the potential 


change of party name and insignia. The dissent coming 
over the wires 1s frequently expressed in a sob of anguish. 
Comrade Elvira di Albano, 67, a civilian invalid and a 
party member since 1942, breaks down as she sobs into 
the telephone: “I can't stand to think of the party 
changing its name. My brother crned as he telephoned me 
from Germany,” she said, “and I've been crying since 
yesterday evening. For 40 years, I've struggled together 
with the PCL. A reform, yes! But not a change of name in 
this manner... What docs Ingrao say” A member in 
Rome, 35 years old, says: “I'm of the Vietnam genera- 
tion. I'm dismayed. We've contributed to the changes in 
the East. There's no need to change names in order to 
change. Let's make the others change theirs: The DC 
{Christian Democratic Party], for example, which is 
anything but Christian, and the PSI [Italian Socialsst 
Party}, which 1s anything but socialist.” From Messina, a 
40-year-old acknowledges: “I rejoined the PCI only 
recently, after a five-year separation from ut. and I'm 
deeply perturbed.” A housewife in Torvajanica asks: 
“Why should we pay for the mistakes of the others’” A 
cook in Rome urges “more caution™. “A change was to 
be expected,” he says, “but to me it seems sudden, as if 
it’s tied to the failure in the East.” Caustically, Nanni 
Loy, the movie director, says: “I want to take over the 
logo. Ask the comrades in the secretariat how much they 
want for the flag, the hammer, the sickle, and the 
PCIl—the whole shebang.” 


It's a worrisome drumbeat—from San Severo, Province 
of Foggia, a call to say that a group of 50 had turned in 
their 1990 membership cards. Many are calling for a 
referendum within the party. Classifying them 1s diffi- 
cult, the ages and places of residence of the callers vary 
continuously. There are also callers who approve of the 
new course: A Si-year-old professor in Vicenza is at 
pains tO propose as a new insignia an open book, 
standing for clarity. With the conciseness of a lapidary 
imscription, a member in Ferrara says simply: “I want to 
express my solidarity with Comrade Occhetto.” 


But who is it that calls? Obviously, it is he or she who is 
moved, who urgently needs to convey a deeply felt 
emotion to the party leadership, who, of the myriad 
things that have been written and voiced over the past 48 
hours concerning the new course, the “costituente,” the 
prospects of new relationships within and among the 
Italian and European lefts, and the “new beginning™ has 
been hit hardest, is most upset, most deeply shocked by 
the proposal to change the name and symbols that have 
always been the party's—reactions that, emotive though 
they are, weigh heavily on the ece'cs. Does not the 
sincerely felt devotion of its militants represent a match- 
less PCI force? But a doubt remains: How totally repre- 
sentative 1s this telephomic bombardment” 


Pending the results of the planned proceedings—namely . 
the debating of ideas and views throughout all units and 
at all levels of the party—another “thermometer” has 
been devised and 1s being organized in the Boticgone 


Lina Fibbi and Umberto Cerroni, of the Guaranty Com- 
mittee, are drawing up a long list of the party's local 
sections throughout the Peninsula and have begun 
calling them. A picture emerges that 1s again only 
approximate bul perhaps more balanced. From San 
Severo (Foggia), the section reports that the reactions are 
contrasty: The older members are the more hostile, but 
the party sympathizers are pleased with the new course. 
From Argenta (Ferrara), the response is: “We're very sad 
about the name and the insignia, but, if it's politically 
necessary, let's change them.... Those outside the party 
all tell ws that it 1s an important choice.” The Cesena 
(Forli) section reports that “there are many long faces 
and very few enthusiastic ones.” and that, among the 
latter, some say: “We should have moved even sooncr.” 
Castellamare (Naples) reports “major difficulties” and 
“some dismay,” even on the part of the party sympa- 
thizers, on the question of the name. And, from the 
“blue-collar planet” of Sesto San Giovanni (Milan), the 
response is: “The moment is not the most opportunc. 
But dance we must and dance we will. The important 
thing 1s to put the question of the name at the distant end 
of the process that we want to start up. Let's not allow 
ourselves to be deluded by the mirage of a favorable 
response from the PSI: We wouldn't want to end up 
falling flat on our faces and breaking our necks all by 
ourselves...” 


Conclusions? Not many. But useful ones. The name 
change 1s everywhere a bitter pill to swallow. The emo- 
tional shock wave 1s strong. at least for now. But atten- 
dance by the membership of the sections 1s overflowing, 
discussion has been steady for the past two days, and 
announcements of scheduled meetings are coming in 
from all derections. Reasoned study of the content of the 
new course has begun. And, among non-card-carrying 
communis!) ‘he reaction appears to be less perturbed 
and predom nantly positive. 


Between incoming and outgorng telephone calls, there 1s 
also the flow of telegrams \ more “reasoned,” black- 
on-white means of communication, giving further voice 
to the concerns of a “base” in a state of ferment. The 
party secretary @ the addressee. Two stacks of paper, two 
diverse reactions: “That name and that insignia are the 
last clean things.” And, “Stand fast. We're with you.” 
Contradictory signals at the start of a historic phase yet 
to be written. 


* Protests at Headquarters 
QES0272D Milan L’UNITA in Italian 21 Now 89 p 4 


[Article by Sergio Criscuoli: “Passions and Protests at 
Botteghe Oscure™. first paragraph is L"UNITA introduc- 
tron] 


[Text] The protest demonstration of some 200 commu- 
nist militants in front of Botteghe Oscure imparted a 
beat to the Central Committee's opening hours. 
Applause for Ingrao, for Cossutta, for Magri. Protests 
against Lama and Trentin. Shouts at Nilde lott: 
“Change your mind’ Young and old, women and men, 














party members and nonmembers were there, shouting. 
displaying the PCI [Italian Communist Party] symbols, 
arguing An cxtemporancous assembly had brought them 
all together—all, that 1s, except the “unswayabies.” 


Rome—The first specter 1s named “homologation,™ the 
second “shame,” the third “abyuratios.” and the fourth 
“accomplished fact...” The progression was 

ee Se Se S Se SS ae 
Fears of suddenly becoming like the others, of having 
feel ashamed of the past, of having to cancel a li 
honest battling. and of being no so leaner aifle 6 
anything to turn back the clock. a Soe te 
mented the crowd in front of the Bottegonc, sti 
emotions, cxasperated it. and charged the outset 
communist new course with tension. 


They numbered not more than 200, but they made 
themselves heard. They stamped on the pavement, a 
pavement that has seen its share of events, but this was 
a “first.” The street that has known great bursts of 
enthusiasm and great depths of sadness was this time 
hosting a smal! but despairing demonstration of dissent 
versus the summit. Some met for the first time in years: 
“Bruno’ Dama! The only time we see cach other is for 
funerals and this sort of thing. And this is the saddest 
funeral in our history...” A spontaneous, collective 
unburdening of feclings. flaunted without reserve and at 
times ostentatious, before a platoon of 

and cameramen charging from one side of the building to 
the other in quest of bits of history. At 1530 hours, all 
eyes come to rest on a surrealistic scene: A red flag is 
grasped by its four corners, as though it were a relic. It is 
held by two elderly comrades, husband and wife, from 
Ladispoli, who joined the party during the postwar 
period: “There's nothing to repudiate.” they repeat. 
“The name and the insignia must not be touched.” 
Nostalgia’ Perhaps. But beware of labels: This was not a 
crowd of “party veterans.” They were the fringes of 
fnghtened communists. Young, old, middle-aged, bluc- 
collar workers, students, white-collar workers, men, 
women, families, party members and party sympa- 
thizers, with an embattled past and freshly come into 
politics. Followers of Cossutta, or of Ingrao, or of 
someone cise? “We're communists.” 


Quickly, between the deafening roar of traffic and the 
acrobatics of the TV crews, the “welcoming ritual™ gets 
under way. Pajetta is met by a round of applause. His 
name is chanted rhythmically, like a slogan. And there's 
Cossutta. Another round of applause, which the r cip- 
ient redirects with worldly-wise humility: “This 
applause,” he says, “is dedicated to the Communist 
Party.” Nilde lotti is spotted just as she is crossing the 
threshold of the Bottegone: “Nilde, change your mind.” 
A round of applause lasting longer than the preceding 
ones announces the arrival of Ingrao, who advance: at a 
quick pace and rather bashfully: “Pi-c-tro, Pi-c-tro, Pi- 
¢-tro'” Lama, on the other hand, is reproached: “Become 
a communi’ Trentin fares no better: “Go to Via del 
Corso!” [the address of the Italian Socialist Party] 
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Bufalini stops in the middie of the crowd. “For $2 years 
i have been an active PCI militant,” he says. “and I have 
never regretted being a communist.” But quickly he adds 
that this does not prevent him from thinking that the 
PCI “can become the leader of a larger. more demo- 
cratic, leftust and socialist force.” “To be sure.” he adds, 
“nothing will disappear.” Imbeni also stops long cnough 
to say what he thinks before entering the building “A 
rearing horse clearly has no desire to advance. This 1s not 
a matter of old comrades and young ones. We all have a 
heart and sentiments, but we all have to carry oul our 
responsibilitics—those who lead. and those who must 
judge the leaders.” And there's Magri: Applause. A 
middic-aged militant bellows: “At thes pount, | like even 
him now.” 


After the leaders have gone into the building, one real- 
izes that their passing through has not had the effect of 
an exorcistic mite. The crowd still has its specters and 
begins to conjure them all up, compiete with occasional 
pafadoxes: “Let them change the policy line if they 
must,” says a young blue-collar worker, “but not the 
name and insignia of the party.” And. with bitter diffi- 
dence: “Change ts proper, but Occhetto ts playing into 
Craxi’s hands.” And pride: “I'm not ashamed of calling 
myself a communist. There's nothing to abjure.” 
anger: “They've made a mistake. In making their mis- 
take, they have stirred up the entire party. And now 
nothing can stop things.” And vulgarity [in Roman 
dialect}: “Who am I? I'm a Roman from Rome. | wish 
there were more of us here to see what they're cooking 
up. They should be poleaxed....“” And skepticism: 
“Change to form alliances? With whom” With the PSI 
{Italian Socialist Party], which is mightiest? We're per- 
turbed.... The democratic alternative will simply have to 
be formed with a miscellany of the other forces of the 
left, and, when that will be, it will be.” 


But who will ever be able to take away from the commu- 
nists their zest, their passion for discussion”? It's time 
now for the reporters to pul away their notebooks and 
join the discussion groups. A picthora of views expressed 
in a babe! of dialogues fuels the protest. “Don't you agree 
that society contains components that have not joined 
the PCI but that are sound and can be absorbed? Is there 
not a strategy today that can encompass these forces that 
have no official status in the political tineups’ Look at 
the Rome vote, with all ‘hose abstentions...” “Yes, but if 
we must castrate ourselves...” “But, which forces are we 
talking about absorbing’ The PSI. That's the nub of the 
issue. The other forces can be attracted by waging a 
strong Opposition, not by a change of name.” “But, no. 
I'm im agreement because something has to be donc; 
otherwise we're stymied. A point more, a point less, in 
each clection, and nothing ever changes.” “Very well. | 
wouldn't mind the proposal per se. But the error is its air 
of accomplished fact, of an ultimatum from the summit 
to the base, without considering the base's feelings.” 


Darkness is approaching now. The TV cameras light up 
and focus on the arms of a party militant as she holds up 
a red handkerchief with the PCI insignia. The scene is a 
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prolonged one. Other TV cameras are turned on as the 
handkerchief 1s swung back and forth, icfi to mght. A 
voice 1s rarsed: “OK! That’) enough’ We're not filming a 
movie’ Then you accuse the press of orchestrating.” 
On the pavement. a banner rcads “Communists 
Always’ Placards read: “For a Future Without 
Occhetto’™, “Occhetto’s Coup Is Breathing Its Last’, 
“Change Without Disavowal™ 


Suddenly, the street 1s empty. “Comrades. come in. Let's 
all get together and talk.” The crowd swarms inside and 
into a hall below the ground floor. Fassino arrives. The 
aif 1s warm and heavy with nervous tension. Many want 
to return to the outside, mn front of the TV cameras, but 
soon the desire to discuss prevails. In the madst of all the 
grousing. the voice of a woman 1s heard: “I'm 20 
years old. I joined the PCI because of the new course. 
This change docs not surprise me. I've wasted for it long 
and anxiously. Don't disappoint me.” 


Outside, the “unswayables™ have returned. They want 
another ntual. They want to extend a “welcome grect- 
ing™ to the leadership as it crits. The tension rises now. 
Lama's automobile 1s kicked. Other leaders leave the 


Bottegone by side doors 
* PCI Officials Take Sides Over Changes 


* Occhetto Bolsters Proposal 
WES0273A Milan L'‘UNITA in Italian 25 Now 89 p 3 


Article by Fabrizio Rondolino: “We Are Not Gambling. 
¢ Are Being Responsible, Occhetto: ‘And, as to the 

Alternative, Now Let the PSI (Itahan Socialist Party) 

Speak"; first paragraph is L'UNITA introduction) 


Text] “We have taken on the difficult task of rarsing 
reaching and important questions about our future.” 


ing opinions.” And he asked the PSI to take * ‘a definite 
step” toward the alternative. 


Rome—Leaving his office on the second floor of Bot- 
teghe Oscure [street in Rome, headquarters of the PCT). 
where he had just finished editing the final draft of his 
speech, ay seal me yale Ay Mane ccer =a 
crossed the long hall of the Central Committee with a 
era Son pod pene his arm, and took the chair. He 
looked tired and perhaps a little concerned. But he did 
not seem nervous row pe mp ta) dl elit 
of responsibility” and not “a gambic.” Now he wanted 


“a clear decision” from the Central Committee, “the 
authority to go ahead im this direction.” He spoke of a 
“tense, profound, and impassioned™ discussion in the 
course of which “hurt feelings” and “harsh, very harsh. 
criticisms of the party secretary” were not lacking. And 
“differences in tone” were present “among those who 
supported the proposal as well as among those who 


opposed i.” Nor can one deny. Occhetto remarked, that 
among many of them there 1s “a strong desire for renewal 
and a searching for solutions.” 


This 1s not, however, the tume for “compromises.” In 


the advantage of the whole party. “We must not fear 
differences and diversity.” sasd Occhetto, his thought 
already directed toward the congress, which will cer- 
tainly revolve around alternative platforms. There are 
imternal groupings.” he added, that have been im carst- 
some tume—on the question of relations with 


PCI has among its far from secondary characteristics the 
at least partial breakup of “a degree of immovabuility that 
characterizes debate” in the PCL. Occhetto now asks for 
more. “Faced with the problem we have to deal with,” he 
says, “everyone is and must consider himself or herself 
free.” The only concern, the only appeal the secretary of 
the party 1s bringyng before the Central Committec 1s for 
a discussion that starts “from content and not from 
factions.” And one that, above all, “looks outside itself 
and ahead.” Occhetto fears “the temptation to be 1s0- 
lated. to be locked up m ourselves.” whereas whal is 
necessary 1s “creativity, an clement im our work that 1s an 
anticipation of the new party.” 


He had begun with a warm salute to.Dubcek. And the 
audience, which was touched by it, expressed by lengthy 
applause the “wholchearied solidarity, support, and con- 


directed by Occhetto to the leader of the Prague Spring. 
The discussion then turned to the substance of the 
debate and the political proposal under consideration, “a 
stone thrown into the stagnant waters of the Italian 
political system.” This with a meaningful reference to 
the PSL: “Our proposal, said Occhetio, “now clearly puts 
into evidence the role vigorously played by the PS! of 
Craxi in the consolidation of a stifling political system, 
one at the limits of our form of government.” But he 
offers the PSI “a concrete alternative solution,” because 
the essence of the proposal 1s to look ahead. to search for 
“something new and constructive for the Italian left.” In 
his remarks in Geneva, Craxi “refused to grasp the 
meaning of a proyect that affects everyone and that ought 
to make the PSI think also.” “Socialist unity” 1s estab- 
lished on “ideological foundations” and, hence, is in 
conflict with a view of “a broad unity that must have as 
its proving ground the unequivocal chorce of an alterna- 
tive On programmatic bases.“ Now, Occhetto empha- 
7¢s, “it 1s up to the PSI to take a definite step im this 





direction.” Is a crvtucal examination of the past desired” 
Very well, says Occhetto, the PCI 1s already doing «1. But 
il &$ wp to the PSI “to consider critically the mistakes 
has made in its analysis of socecty and im its polstical 
Ee eee 
modernity.” which, im cffect. says 
Onchette, py ny ye * “needs” and 
“values” opened up by the PSI at Rimi in 1981. Nor 
can Crax: “presume to look upon the developments on 
the left with the attstude of an cxamuencr.~ or distribute 
“approbations™ relative to the PCT's belonging to the 
European icft. The discussion to be imstituted 1s a very 
different one, and i concerns presen! options: to 
unblock the political system and open the way to the 
alternative or “to defend the profitability of a position 
that keeps Itahan politics stalled.” “lt ts up to the PSI“ 
says Occhetto, “to give a definite sgnal™ to the lef. 


The landscape drawn by Occhetto ss full of possibilities 
and, at the same time, freighted with uncertainties. The 
PC1-PSI duel “runs the nsk of being ever more destruc- 
tive.” The Greens “are striving to emsert themselves into 
a general political framework partly because of the 
slowness of the left.” There 1s “a ferment that 1s cutting 
across society and politics” and that nevertheless “has 
not succeeded in expressing itself” And there 1s the PCI. 
whose problems “in facing the new that emerging and 
in being the focal pont of a new left” are in danger of 
making void the renewal effort launched with the new 
course. And not just taat, but there remains unresolved 
“the problem of the relationhip between a movement of 
struggle and a political perspective.” sence the task of a 
modern lefi is to give substance to a “renewed combat- 
iveness,” while at the same time adopting the goal of 
political change. There would be a mek otherwise of 
reduction of the struggle to “a mere grving of witness, 
however noble,” and, in effect, of “isolation” of the left, 
its exhaustion, and its ve. ntary abdica’ion of a national 
and international role 


Here then is the chonwe for the PCI: “To affirm the 
principle of a merger of the left, to enter into discussions 
with a vigorous and free attitude, and to create some- 
thing really new.” Occhetto repeated a passage from his 
report to the congress: “The reconstitution of the left will 
follow new and unexplored paths...” He emphasized 
“the goal of a general recognition of the needs of cach 
individual” of “ideal communism”. He noted the not 
merely political value of the relationship between means 
and ends. He reiterated the nexus between “the adoption 
of democracy as the way of socialism” and “the identi- 
fication of a basic program as the essential clement in 
merger.” He sees in sexual difference “a preview of the 
problem we are facing—representation and decision.” 
He replied to Pretro Ingrao that to want to identify allies 
beforehand betrays “a viewpoint that is still that of a 
faction, one that could facilitate a vision of our options 
that would not be a very independent one ~ He suggesied 
“amendment of the message received by the party to put 
the emphasis on things. on the process that is being 
initiated and not on the name.” And he encouraged 
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reflectson on one of brs “soled convections,” namely, that 
“great events arouse sweft lateral processes thal are 
destined to unravel and to reconstitute social, cultural, 
and political relatonships on ace foundations ~ 


* Concerns Expressed in CC 
WESO)°3R Milan L UNIT A on fahan 25 Now 89 p 3 


[Article by Bruno U golem “ht Is Better To Argue and To 
Be Disunited Than To Pretend There Is Unity and 
Waste Away”. first paragraph 1s L'UNITA smtroduction] 


[Text] Before the radyo and TV microphones, the secre- 
tary of the party remarks: “ Now I feel less alone. | am im 
an open dchate with all c mmmunists ~ 


Rome—* Thres has Geen 2 great demonstration of democ- 
racy from which we are emerging stronger than ever.” It 
is Achille Occhetto who 1s speaking in frora of the TV 
cameras and the microphones of several radi news 
services. Only a few hours have passed since the ani- 
mated and difficult marathon in the Central Commiutiec, 
and thes 1s the first comment of the secretary gencral of 
the Communrnst Party. Hes mitention s wnmediatcly 
evident. The first questrons of the reporters obviously 
concern the question of the “name.” And Odcchetto 
replies tirelessly to the same question repeated time and 
again under different guises im order to caplaim: “lt 
makes no sense to change the name of the PCI [Itahan 
Communrst Party}, | made a proposal that the founda- 
tron for a new political formation be created. And, when 
thes operatron « accomplished, we shall also sce what 
name 1s poserble on the basis of the various contribe- 
trons.” The PCI, “thes great histoncal exyernence,” the 
“salt of Itahan democracy.” mtends to be when all 1s said 
and done “the cardinal fulcrum of a new cxapernence, one 
capable of rewnrting the various forces of the left and of 
changing the political system.” What happened in the 
Central Commmuttce [CC] was therefore a great demo- 
cratec vent. “I say ot not only of those who supported my 
proposal, but alyo of those who voted against ut.” The 
discussion has brought about “a new way of dong things. 
one based even on differing positions.” And from diver- 
sity a mew wnety can be made to spring forth. Occhetto 1s 
particularly pleased about the “last act” im the Central 
Committee. the one concerned with the decision to hold 
a special congress. “There was a very fine atmosphere,” 
he comments. “We have demonstrated that i 1s only 
through the expression of truly genuine diversity that a 
bette: unity may be found, the ability and the will to 
build something new for the icf.” 


But this “thong.” one that 1s wholly to be created, this 
new political formation, what characteristics will 
have” It will be a merger, Oochetto responds, “of all the 
clements that do not act on the basis of moderate 
positions or of a weak reformism.” The “thing™ there- 
fore 1s neither socialist wnity (as some wanted to call it 
even in the communist discussions) nor “standing still.” 
It a new political force, the secretary of the PCI 
emphasizes, in which all the forces of the Catholic lefi 
and a whole submerged and deluded left can participate. 
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“lam thonkong. for cxampic. of all those voung people who 
do not vote anymore and who no longer struggic because 
they cannot bring anything new imto custence by ther 
creativety.” Other young people m other parts of the world, 
such as those wm Berion and Prague. are om the forefront of a 
struggle for renewal. The photo of Dubock speaking mm 
Fo § eslava tells Oochetio ~ Here we have two new paths that 
ot <x yom together righ: at thes tome ~ And sf 1s again up to 
th: young poopie Of Italy “to take the sdca of socialism into 
ther owe Kands. a true genurne socialism. a socialism with 
a human face.” Tixy car do mt by taking as ots foundation a 
communis! party “that rs renewing itself today. but that has 
always served a great renewal function ~ 


Is the secretary comersed about the different posrsons 
that emerged wn the Central Commutice, such as those 
expressed by Natta, Ingrao, and Pajctia’ “Tacre would 
have been concern.” Oochetto answers, “if «< had not had 
a serous, frank. ar. open drscusson, and if there had not 
been among us the 4.0:d of strong and admurable agreement 
that conciuded Gu: ™<~“1ne ~ And again a reference to the 
ground rules for © dic uae seaceably” and for making 
the party stronger. Tie ©. may Se im thes phase various ways 
of vrewing the selecteou. o the makeup of the new political 
force. i 1s natural that the party should. without rancor, 
discuss thes. “In thes way we will also furnish an crampic to 
the other political forces” ready to do hhewrse. “This 5 a 
political victory. a victory of democracy. and the victory of 
a view whose arm i 6 to break up thes political system 
suffocated by secret agreements ~ We, Occhetto reminds 
us, “have held our discussions in broad daylight” And. 
Starting today. “something mmportant 1s gong to change in 
our country as well.” When Occhetto capresses hrs pudge- 
ment on the “histor” debite m the Central Commuticc, 
he does not talk with the proud accents of a “winner.” The 
merit, he again emphasizes. belongs to those who sup- 
ported my program. “but « belongs also to those whe 
opposed i.” 


And then come the “provocative” questions. Do you feel 
more or less alone” “! feel less alone because I know that ! 
am in a democratic debate with all the other Communists 
It's much better to be together and to tell each other clearly 
what we think than to pretend to be united and to wasic 
slowly away.” Is yours the path of socialist warty” “No, that 
18 NOt a serious thing. the new political force has to seck 
unity with the Socralests, but the Socsalists. too, have to 
move ahead and put themscives on the path of the alicr- 
native.” This 1s the chaflenge to a blocked political system 
“where the DC [Christian Democratic Party) always gov- 
erns. It 1s the opening up of a new era 


* Section Leaders Debate 


WESO27IC Rome LA REPURBLIC 4 im Italian 
4 Nov 89 p? 


[Article by Antoncilo Caporale: “Support Arrives From 
Party “ecaders™] 


[Text] Rome—On Monday he sand “It os absolutely 


clear that in this Central Commitice meeting cach of us 


18 Ccalied upon first of all to take a stand on the proposal 
In the sccond place. we have to take a stand on how to 
proceed.” Yesterday. on the last day of the drscusson. 
Achille Occhetto got what be had asked for—a clear<ul 
decison mm favor of his proposal and an equally cicar 
mmdecation of the path to be followed. \ esterday was the 
Gay the “other™ party had 1s say. the party of the leaders 
on the permphery. who are 1s directors mm regpons that are 
vital for the PCL. One after another the regronal secre- 
tances of Emila Romagna. Tuscany. and Lombardy went 
to the podium. followed by those of Sicily and Calabna 
They were preceded by the speeches of the secretanes of 
the federations of Bologna and Milan All together they 
constitute half of more of the party There was full 
agreement with the ncw course outlined and also a time 
frame fo be followed: an open and “frank” discusson m 
the whole party ummedisicly. program mectings on the 
platform established by the sccrcetanat by spring. and a 
special congress to validate the new course after the 
administrative clectrons 


Nehru's India 


It was an mndication that was also accepted. m substance 
and despite differences im tone. in the remarks of Neide 
lott: and Gerardo Chiaromontc and of Renato Zanghen 
and Gavino Angus. And of Claudio Petru coh as well 
Noes were uttered only by Lecto Libertom and Gruseppe 
Chiarante. (The latter had announced beforehand, how- 
ever. hrs compicte abstention on any proposal whatever, 
for or against Oochetto, that mught be put up for discus- 
son.) 


Nulde lott: recalled that Palmiro Toehatt: had once sard 
after Nehru came to power im India that “im a given 
micrnational contest one might conceive of passage to a 
socialist socrety even without the gurdance of a commu- 
nist party“ “There was a wandal.” continued the pres- 
ident of the Chamber of Deputies. “but. nevertheless. 
that comment stands” Oxchetio cowld not obtam a 
better send-off 


A yes vote. spoken with some hesitatron, also came from 
Gerardo Chiaromonte The pressdent of the Antemafia 
[(Commrssion), tke all the old guard of the party. 

returned to the guestron of the method being followed 

Method, he emphasized. that 1s also “substance ~ “IT still 
cannot understand the reasons the secretary and the 
secretariat proceeded on the manner they did I under- 
stand the need to bring up the question of the compos. 
tron and the functioning of the leadership structures ~ 
“There 1s an evident problem.” he added, “of « oeurmng 
the effective collegiality and proper functioning o° these 
structures, whech they have not had There follow od an 
caphcit request, which, however, had brittle possiP lity of 
berng accepted, for a “reshulfling” of the secretariat. 


Gianm Pellicam, coordinator of the shades govern. 
ment, was in complete agroement on the subsiance of the 
proposal. As reg. rds temong, be sand: “We know that only 
a congress can approve the initiation of a constituent 


phase. a congress that |. too, previowsly thought we could 








hold om the carly months of the vear But | have fourd 
well justified the comments of those who sand thal a 
gradual approach would be beticr. a path that would 
permat broader discussion. motulizatron. and cnrnch- 
ment.” Peihcam: quickly made hes pownt cicar. “Thes 
route rs surely prefcrabic. t at on one condition that the 
Geparture poont as well as the goal be clear—that 
following the clectioms, th: congress.” Let no one think 
therefore, that the setuateon can be froren. that ss. that a 
programmatic conference sith indefinite results can be 
arranged Deadlines must be estableshed. everything the 
name mwncluded. must ic decoded by Junc 


From Zanghen. group leader mm the Chamber. another 
yes. “To go ahead.” he sand. “we now anced political 
metiatrves. organizing methods. and cultural analyses 
that well gather together all that 1s best from the past and 
move us onto a more advanced terrain. | have no dou 
that if we work hard thes can promote a general move- 
ment of the whole politrcal evstem.” “If we want to do 
battle.” he sand wm conclusion, “a proud clarm of conss- 
tency % NOt chough. "om Necessary thal conmsstency 
beoume energy. combativeness. and a new socralrst out- 
look. | therefore themk that the propesal should be 
adopied and become a great polsical and programmatic 
platform. as only a congress can do at thes punciure ~ 


There was total and « »conditioral agreement also on the 
part cf Claudio Petruccis:. “l shared.” he sand, “in the 
collegial respons:bility of the secretanat | am entirety on 
agreement wi’ the report delivered here by Cochetto. ts 
evaluations, ts proposals. and its ratronale ” Hes 
re onse to critecrams followed. “Two things arc not 
true that the questions berg discussed in the Central 
Committee are questions that have come uncapected!s 
onto the agenda under the pressure of mmternational 
events, of histor mmportance as they may be. or, on the 
other hand, that everything of any wmportance has 
already been sand at the congress.” 


More divergent, and mm some aspects with more signifi- 
camt critical nuances, were the remarks of Gavino 
Angus, oho i mm charge of local organ’ ratrons “A 
political and theoretical operation of great wmportance. 
an operatrwn that goes far beyond ourselves” he sand, 
“that 1s what was. what could have been. and what | hope 
may yet be thes proposal for beginning & constitutent 
phase to create a new democratic and socialrst political 
force.” Then came the negative comments. “Circom- 
stances that were entirely avondable are now forcing us 
into a stressful race to recover the high and profound 
meaning of a powerful sea. and into a patient search to 
identify the nght path for decimon and chowr ~ 


Modern Dupticity 


“That 1s a decision, the constitutional onc.” he empha- 
ured, “that belongs m any crent to 4 special congress © 
lt «Only m that way that decisions of tha mapnitude 
whech involve not pust us bul the entire party. can be 
made“ “No.” Angrs repeats, “Il cannot agrey with 
ahandoning the name | conmsder ri an essential o aestion 
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if there are some who thenk that name an otstacic. of 
even onc that cannot be mentvoned, they arc grveng us 
today a sgn a proof. of thew untrustworthy and modern 
Guphcwts. Let them not atirsbute to others. then, whal s 
ther cen ~ And. finally. the two condrims for Oochetio 
to have bes support. too thal the program mecteng sct 
forth a new polvtecal program for the creation of a nce 
party. “and not for a not better defined polsical formz- 
bon” and that the definition of the name be the business 
of thes party. not of others 


* Natta Questions Merits 
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[Artecte by Grorgro Oldnim: “Natta: “The Ciistacke Does 
Not Lee om Chur Name.) 


[Teat] Rome—“(hur comrades have not been surprised, 
1 am sure, that | have not spoken up thes far m thes 
dchate.~ sand Alessandro Natta. prewdent of the Central 
Committee, 1 Stateng hes postion “They certarnls 
ur derstand that my micntcon has been to comply with 
the respomssdelity a preseding officer has to be discreet | 
spoke owt, m any event. m the ecretanat, and I have 
iestened here with the greatest pombe attentivencs | 
appreciated the efforts mace on presen ing the report, im 
the debate, and mm the response to clarify and define the 
meaning of the mmutsative. it dors Sot appear to me 
however, that there has beer ar, correction of what | 
and many comrades conuder a mistake. mnamety. to have 
pui at the begenneng. in the first place. the question of the 
change of name. almost as though what remains for ws to 
do now only that. or as though that step had a 
bherateng and decrsive umportance That « the way the 
roessage was understood im Italy and throughout the 
world A serious gap remains between the powihility of a 
new formation and the anced, which no one certainly can 
deny the! we have—we and more, m general, the left im 
Italy am Europe—to deal with the cnormous new prot 
lems tha flow from the end of a histcrcal era. an end 
marked by the radical criss mm the social and political 
regimes om Eastern Europe and by the end of the cold 
war A gap remans relative to the aced, which no one 
can tail to recognize as real and urgent, to unblock the 
political system and to build an alternative om thes 
cowntry ~ 


“These needs.” Natta repeated. “had a pace m the 
historncal-politecal tendencies already identified in the 
18th Congress. and the accetcratron of the processes. the 
vertigmous pace of events with ther possibilities and 
dangers. undowMedly require from us. at all levels of the 
party. that an onteticctual and political effon be carned 
out theroughly relative to both analysis and above al! tc 
progtam proposals on the great themes that are begir- 
fneng io tobe on eulstance for world order. for TE arope 
ped for the Itahan nation 


“Bret another party necessary for the’ | understand 
very ell thal the party 1s an estrument and that, during 
its more than 10-year histog the worker movement has 
changed the form and name of ts political organization 
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several times. I understand that it is not enough to take 
pride in and to emphasize the special nature and the 
originality of our party. But be careful.” continued 
Alessand:o Natta, “because it might be even less profit- 
able to have the idea that our obstacle and our problem 
consists of the name “communist,” a name that carries 
with it a meaning of origin, history, identity, and the 
very existence of our party. 


“During this past year I have tried to take every oppor- 
tunity to show how glorious the distinctive features and 
the diversity of our party are, not to shut us up in the 
fortress of our pride when faced with storms, not to call 
us away from responsibility or to claim the credit, which 
we deserve, for having acted in favor of the process of 
reform and democratization in the East, but for a defi- 
nite political reason: to confirm,” explained Natta, “that 
ene can be a communist in a way that is different, as 
Dubcek is, and because I think that this experience of 
ours as Italian communists constitutes an essential foun- 
dation and lever for going ahead and bringing forward 
the great movement that we are, for developing our 
relaionships in that European field of socialist, progres- 
sive, and reform forces that we have been in for some 
time, and for facilitating our presence, our entry, into the 
Socialist International, which can have a meaning for us 
and for the others, if it remains living and vigorous, with 
a theoretical and political physiognomy, a popular char- 
acter, and the system of values of our party. 


“In the space of less than two years we have had two 
congresses that were characterized by just this commit- 
ment to seek and establish a strategy, a program, and a 
party able to respond and stimulate others on the left to 
respond to the problems of our time, and to recover from 
difficulties and blows that we have suffered, and to 
promote in Italy and Europe a rebirth of socialist ideas 
and struggle and of the strength of the left. | don’t think” 
said Natta, “that we have been standing still. | don't 
think there is a risk of our being the prisoners of old 
ideological packaging. I don't think that the need for 
unity of the left was not sensed—unity in the present 
irreducible pluralism. 


“Is the effort made thus far considered insufficient, and 
are the ideas of the new path considered inadequate? In 
that case, I believe we should have taken and must take 
the 18th Congress as a starting point to verify and 
develop political and programmatic content. | would not 
have introduced the idea of a special congress, although 
this is inevitably tied to the proposal to begin a constit- 
vent phase. At the conclusion of the mecting of the party 
leadership, | ventured to say that, when the fate and the 
future of the party are on the line, no one should feel 
bound to anything but his own conscience, and everyone 
has an obligation to be responsibly frank, without being 
anguished or dramatic. This is, of course, particularly 
true for me because | must vote against, aware as | am of 
the importance my vote takes on and the consequences it 
entails. And if we must go to the congress,” concluded 
the president of the Central Committec, “it is best not to 
delay.” 


© Neselitene Eathesiasti 
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{Interview with the Honorable Giorgio Napolitano “y 
Alberto Stabile: “Around the Corner a United Left, 
Napolitano Asks Craxi for a Renewal Together”, date of 
interview not given] 


[Text] Rome—In his office at the Botteghe Oscure 
{Communist Party headquarters], which is berefi—and 
not just recently—of Marxist iconography, Giorgio 
Napoletano, the Communist leader who has perhaps 
more than cny other in recent years pushed the PCI 
{Italian Communist Party] into the area of the European 
left, leafs through the press briefing. He could justifiably 
show himself to be exultant, for today, at the moment of 
the change, certain of his ideas are revealed to have been 
prophetic. On the other hand, he might show himself to 
be concerned, he who has belonged all his life to the 
worthy concern that is under reorganization. Instead, he 
does not give up that cordially impencirable mask of his, 
amusedly detached, that has won for him a variety of 
nicknames (for example, “minister of foreign affairs” of 
Botteghe Oscure) but not an aura of myth or the tribute 
of ready acquiescence. 


{LA REPUBBLICA] Hon. Napolitano, some years ago 
you said that the PCI should go beyond the “communist 
tradition.” The statement seemed very audacious then, 
but today’s reality seems to go beyond that. But there are 
some who still fear that this may deal with a change of 
facade... 


[Napolitano] I don’t see at all how anyone can speak with 
the least degree of seriousness about a simple change of 
facade. The very climate of the discussion, intense and 
difficult, that was immediately aroused in the party 1s 
confirmation of the complexity of the questions on the 
agenda. It is true that over the years the substance of 
many of our positions had come to be changed and that, 
therefore, today it is a matter of drawing all the conse- 
quences; but this isn't something that is calculated to be 
a minor operat.on, either, a simple finishing job. There is 
more to it than that, there is a commitment to give form 
with the maximum clarity and consistency to a political 
formation that can gather what is best in the experience 
of the PCI, but that is different from the PCI. This 1s the 
theme that has been put forward for open debate in the 
whole party without preordained decisions. 


[LA REPUBBLICA] However, faced with the change of 
direction announce), the base seems to have been seized 
with a kind of vertigo, by a panicky fear of a thing as to 
which one doesn't mghtly know what it may be in the 
future, but that signifies something given up today 


[Napolitano] I have already had occasion to remark that 
the PCI is a party that has been born several times, not 
only in 1921, but, for example, in 1944. And I don't 
think that the innovations of 1944 were, relative to 1921 
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merely apparent. On the contrary, they were very pro- 
found. It would not make any sense now to create a new 
party that would still be communist. Thai is the point 
because every historic reason for the contraposition or 
even of a distinction between a socialist component and 
a communist component in the European left has disap- 


peared. 


{LA REPUBBLICA] Hon Napolitano, are you saying 
that the schism in Leghorn was a mistake and that, in 
substance, it has to be admittted that social democracy 
has won? 


[Napolitano] | am saying that the causes of the schism of 
1921 belong to history, but that they have no present 
significance. | am saying that, as regards the indissolu- 
bilty of the relationship between democracy and 
socialism, the Socialist International was right, and the 
PCI was right, when, in the name of that principle, it 
supported the Prague Spring in 1968 and decided upon 
the “break” frou the communist movement in 1981. 


{LA REPUBBLICA] However, it is only now that the 
PCI 1s talking about recomposition of the left and 
bringing into question its identity as a Communist party. 
Has the collapse of the wall involved you, also? 


[Napolitano] We are looking at extraordinary events in 
the countries of the East, but we have not been swept 
away by the collapse of the Berlin wall. We have seen 
rather the rewarding of a role played in an original way 
on the part of the PCI in contributing to a profound 
change in the countries and the parties of the East. It is 
partly for this reason that the moment has come for us to 
characterize ourselves as the party that was able to join 
together democracy and socialism before any other 
among those that called themselves, or were, communist. 


{LA REPUBBLICA] The fact remains that the Polish 
and Hungarian parties took up the question of changing 
their names before you did. Hasn‘t there been a delay in 
the PCI in grasping the innovations in the East? 


[Napolitano] We cannot put on the same plane the 
actions that some parties in the East were pushed into 
and those of the PCL. Those parties are burdened with 
the weight of a monopoly of power exercised for 40 years 
and resulting in the failure of the systems they managed 
We have been pushing in the opposite direction for 
decades. Just a few days ago, with respect to the changes 
decided upon by the SED [Socialist Unity Party of 
Germany (GDR)}, a top European socialist leader said to 
me: “They have finally taken the path you pointed out.” 


[LA REPUBBLIiCA] But aren't you afraid that you will 
lose part of your traditional electorate now” 


{Napolitano} Look, this isn't the first time we have been 
through times of change. A little while ago | mentioned 
the Prague Spring and the “break.” Concern about 
dissent and the loss of part of our forces did not stop us 
then and will not stop us now from facing up to reality 
and making the courageous decisions it imposes on us. | 
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would like to say to our comrades who fear the abandon- 
ment or reversal of the basic foundations of our history 
and our life activity: no, it 1s precisely to make the most 
of what is best in what we have built up that we have to 
transfer it into a new political formation consistent with 
such a changed reality. 


{LA REPUBBLICA] But what is going to happen to 
those who still want to call themselves communists’ 


[Napolitano] | don’t think there will be any problem in 
the new party for anyone. There will be a place for —Il 
those who have been communists in the PCI manner to 
commit themselyes to great battles of an indubitabic 
democratic character. 


{LA REPUBBLICA] I gather that you do not exclude the 
possibility of traumatic separations and perhaps 
schisms? 


[Napolitano] I don’t want to even think about a schism. 
There have been instances of individual conscience and 
divergent individual decisions in other times of change. 
also. 


[LA REPUBBLICA] But is a new party that makes its 
appearance with the faces of the old believable? 


[Napolitano] Right now in the PCI new and very new 
faces are prevalent. If a few old faces are still useful, and 
there are some respectable and serious ones, none will 
hold back. 


{LA REPUBBLIC A] What are the guideposts of this new 
party going to be, German social-democracy or the 
liberal democratic tradition? Bad Godensberg or Justice 
and Liberty [political movement of Italian Resistance]? 


[Napolitano] Among our guideposts there are first of all 
our development and ey nenence. The work we accom- 
plishe«. at the time of the jast congress and the one before 
that remains valid. It is not sufficient, but 1s not some- 
thing to be thrown away. There is the rich heritage of the 
European socialist movement, and there are the contri- 
butions and stimulation of other currents of democratic 
and progressive thought. What 1s essentiai 1s that the new 
party be characterized by a great openness in its internal 
activity and by its capacity for competing with all the 
expressions of a modern left of socialist inspiration and 
a multifaceted area of progressive forces. 


{LA REPUBBLICA] But at the end of this process what 
do you see in the place of the PCT’ A new social- 
democratic party? 


[Napolitano] | see a party that leaves behind any ideo- 
logical differentiation regarding the totality of socialist 
and social-democratic forces, that comes together with 
them to deal with the new problems, and that situates 
itself with its own contriution within the spirited debate 
being conducted in that area. 


{LA REPUBBLICA] However, among your supporters 
there are some who fear that the change will turn out to 
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be a surrender to Craxi. Regarding this, what do you 
think of the comment of the Socialist secretary about 
your affairs? 


[Napolitano] No surrender. And it 1s about time to stop 
thinking about relationships on the left as a war. In full 
independence we will choose the path we think best for 
us, for all the left, and for Italian democracy. As regards 
the comment of Craxi, | will take what is best in it. Craxi 
said that the more innovations are put into play, the 
better it is. I quote him textually: the more new ideas are 
put into play, the more we are induced to do it on our 
part. That is an interesting commitment, a n:ce chal- 


[LA REPUBBLICA] Yesterday | heard several deputies 
asking: But who are we going to put the alternative into 
effect with—with Pannella, Capanna, and a few Greens? 
I mean, isn’t the attention you are paying to the tradi- 
tional forces of the left at odds with the interest others in 
your party are cultivating toward the so-called move- 
ments” 


[Napolitano] In my judgement, the new party has to be 
open to all democratic and progressive currents. Of 
course, we Cannot presume to monopolize the represen- 
tation of all the new expressions of the left. We hope to 
arouse new energies, to gather dispersed forces, and to 
reunite a vast arc of political and cultural components. 
But then we know that other traditional parties of the left 
remain in the field. As Occhetto said, it is not a question 
of aiming at breaking up the PSI [Italian Socialist Party), 
but at tilling a field not yet ploughed. scither by the PSI 
nor the PCI. There is much to be done by the parties of 
the left if all of them, and not just the PCI, aie able to 
renew themselves. 


[LA REPUBBLICA] About a year ago, during a debate, 
you commented on the problem of the name change. Do 
you have any idea what it might be” 


[Napolitano] I do not, for two reasons: because | don't 
think that ideas to be dealt with in the more or less 
distant future can be evaluated, and because | don't 
think that this business of the name is the question to 


begin with. 


* Pajetta’s Objections 
Q0ES0273F Milan L’UNITA in Italian 21 Nov 89 p 3 


{Article by Fabrizio Rondolino: “Pajetta’s ‘No,’ Gio- 
vanni Berlinguer'’s ‘Yes; first paragraph is L'UNITA 
introduction] 


[Text] Pajetta declines to give “votes of confidence” and 
says “no,” while Giovanni Berlinguer enthusiastically 
supports the proposal for a “constituent phase.” As soon 
as it starts, the debate in the Central Committee gets 
down to the basic questions. There is no lack of disagree- 
ments among those who are in favor; thus, Trivelli 
stresses “the unity of the socialist movement,” while 


Rasimelli emphasizes the need to defeat the “conserva- 
tive line” of the PSI [Italian Socialist Party]. 
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Rome—The first explicit anc authoritative “no™ came 
from Gian Carlo Pajetta. Occhetto’s report, said the 
chairman of the Guarantee Committee, was “interesting, 
serious, and even insightful.” It contained “something 
new™ with respect to the debate in the directorate. But 
the proposal does not persuade him, principally because, 
said Pajetta, it has the character of a kind of blank check 
or “vote of confidence” without establishing the time 
frames, the methods, and the political and programmatic 
characteristics of the “constituent phase™ it is intended 
to launch. Pajetta’s reasoning took its direction from the 
first report of Occhetto, the one of last Tuesday. At that 
time, said Payetta, “a radical upheaval in the party was 
foreseen.” And, to speak of a “disturbance™ in the PCI 
[Italian Communist Party] is at the very least a cuphe- 
mism, just as the “many problems” spoken of at the 
mecting in the directorate were in reality explicit dis- 
agreements. 


Now, said Pajetta, Occhetto’s report went into more 
detail and changed some aspects of this. However, a 
fundamental problem remains unresolved: “There 1s talk 
about a constituent phase,” said Payctta, “but who 1s 
proposing it? With whom 1s it to be done? How”? And 
who has responded?” Not even the “crumbs” have been 

“collected,” says the chairman of the Guarantee Com- 
mittee with irony. And, from leading independents of 
the left (Pintor, Volponi, and Natalia Ginsburg) there 


came explicit disagreement. 


Even as regards the name of the PCI, Pajetta did not 
withhold criticism. They say. he commented, that i 1s 
not a priority. However—and Pajcita views this as a 
fault of the top leadership—it is not by chance that the 
debate in the local sections has been and will continue to 
be concentrated on this question alone. And, finally, 
there are “sentiments.” Caustic with Macaluso, who 
would acknowledge the “night of those who are troubled 
to their sentiments,” Pajetta proudly defends another 
right—*‘to bear in mind the experience and history of the 
party.” Sarcastic and perhaps somewhat bitter, the old 
party leader refused to be put into a “nursing home for 
the elderly, where one may still call oneself communist”, 

rejected any “tolerant sympqthy”: and demanded that 
the “rights of those who say ‘no™ be protected. We 
cannot forget the past, insisted Pajetta. And, to make a 
change, he concluded, you have to know what direction 


you are going in. 


Very different were the remarks of Giovanni Berlinguer. 
Like the majority of the leaders gathered on the fifth 
floor of Botteghe Oscure [Communist Party headquar- 
ters}, Berlinguer has not given up having “sentiments.” 
“In my family,” he began in a tense voice, “all our past, 
all our sufferings, and all our hopes have passed before us 
in the past several days....” And yet, he goes on quickly, 
“we have to reason with the facts and the prospects in 
mind.” And the adherence of Berlinguer to Occhetto's 
proposal is a convinced one, but with one reservation: 
first with the “summer assault on Togliatti” and, subse- 
quently, with the “question of the name,” said Ber- 
linguer, “the impression was given that it was desired to 
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put the emphasis on criticism of the past rather than on 
the future.” And the “sudden start” imposed by the 
secretary of the PCI? “It was an indication of political 
courage,” said Berlinguer. And. he adds, “It seems to me 
to be an indication of considerable continuity, also.” 


There are three things that Berlinguer listed very lucidly 
as “certain things”: The electoral erosion has not 
stopped; the aging of members and clectoral supporters 
continues, and the left is divided and paralyzed. From 
this stems the political necessity for a profound renewal 
that would have the capacity to furnish a response “to 
that desire for an alternative that goes well beyond the 
parties.” Three other “certain things” go together with 
these, concluded Berlinguer, “three words being 
debated, the three words that comprise the acronym of 
the PCI. Therefore, not just “communist—a word that 
has been thrown into the mud“—but “party” and “Ital- 
ian,“ too, that 1s, the form of political organization and 
the area of action. 


A large portion of the remarks that began the debate 
sided with Occhetto’s proposal. Despite this, however. 
disagreement was not lacking—to begin with, on the 
question of relations with the PSI. Thus, for Renato 
Trivelli, “any kind of antisocialist solidarity” is to be 
avoided because the constituent phase that is beginning 
cannot fail, on the contrary, to have as its objective the 
“unity of the socialist movement.” Similar to this with 
respect to the PSI is, in the words of Trivelli, the 
rejection of a constituent phase directed solely toward 
radical forces, Greens, and progressive Catholics. 


At the opposite pole is found Giampicro Rasimelli, who 
is at the head of ARCI [Italian Cultural-Recreational 
Association] since a few weeks ago. Rasimelli’s “yes” is 
at the same time a convinced one and one full of concern 
regarding the fate of the left. To confirm the alternative, 
Rasinelli said, “would mean to defeat the DC [Christian 
Democratic]-PSI alliance—an alliance, he added, that is 
not a chance one, since “the line of the PSI has shown 
itself to be the guarantee of a neoconservative power 
system. The “constituent phase” envisioned by Rasim- 
elli would be in effect, first of all, the whole effort toward 
reaggregation of a left in opposition, rooted in socicty, 
and an alternative to the power system. 


Yet again different is the position of Michele Magno, 
said to be in line to become the regional secretary in 
Puglia. Magno stressed the importance of the rules and 
the value of a “crystal-clear democratic” process 
“involving the broad mass of the party.” The relation- 
ships between democracy and market and between 
freedom and social justice are still unresolved, Magno 
emphasized. Just as on the political plane relations with 
the PSI remain unresolved. Reestablishment, Magno 
concluded, “would give a sledgehammer blow to the 
profitability of Craxi's position; let's not help him wich 
antisocialist jabs, but let's talk about the substance of 
programs.” 
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Finally—yesterday speeches were given also by the sec- 
retary of Friuli, Viezzi, of Umbria, Ghirelli, and of the 
Federation of Cuneo, Riba—there was a polemical pro- 
posal by Luciano Barca: that the secretariat, with the 
exception of Occhetto, resign in order to name another 
that would be more diversified, or, alternatively, that to 
the present members others be added, whether or not 
they are members of the directorate, to ensure a plurality 
of positions in the conduct of the debate on the proposal 
of Occhetto. 


* Ingrao Strongest Objector 
QOESO273F Milan L’UNITA in Italian 21 Nov 8&9 p 3 


[Article by Pictro Spataro: “I Disagree with Occhetto 
and | Will Fight”: first paragraph is L'UNITA introduc- 
tion] 


[Text] Pictro Ingrao asks for a special congress immedi- 
ately. “Constituent phase”? | don't see esther participants 
or a plan. There is more to the East than rubbic, and we 
have always been different. Communism remains the 
trend and a worthy goal.” 


Rome—He approaches the lectern, takes off his watch, 
puts on his eyeglasses, and directs his severe gaze toward 
the audience. Then he says slowly: “Comrades, you have 
not convinced me.” It 1s Pietro Ingrao’s moment, his 
turn to say why this “change,” which 1s Causing spasms 
and shocks in the party, should not happen. And after 23 
years he almost repeats that phrase that resounded tn the 
EUR [a section of Rome] congressional hall during the 
1 1th Congress: “I would not be sincere if I said that I had 


No, Pietro Ingrao is not “persuaded” at all. He has been 
mulling over that proposal for a week. He 1s upset and 
angry. And so he remains seated at the back of the room, 
reads and rereads his speech, puts his eyeglasses on and 
takes them off, and makes some minor corrections with 
his green pen. They call him, and he slowly walks the 
dozen yards separating him from the microphone and 
passes in front bf Occhetto. And then he begins his calm 
speech. “In politics it 1s advisable and prudent to keep to 
the facts.” he begins in a low voice. The facts are a 
proposal that a “constituent phase” be promoted that 
would bring us to a new political formation of the lefi 
and the dissolution in it of the present PCI [Italian 
Communist Party]. It 1s ummediately clear that a week 
of reflection has not served to make him change his 
mind. He is not convinced because a constituent phase 
“that 1s not intended to be a fluctuation toward we don't 
know where” demands at the leasi that there be “iden- 
tified wnd named visible participants” with whom we 
have “a common work background.” And on this he 
says, “I \iave not seen any light shed in the report.“ Look 
around, he suggests, and we see only forces that perhaps 
“aver their friendship for us.“ but who in the end are 
unwilling “to detach themselves from the the situation 
they are in.“ Or again we see a Craxi, who thinks that the 
only “acceptable result" ts socialist unity, “practically a 
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confluence with the PSI [Italian Socialist Party}—that 1s, 
with the party that has conducted for a decade a policy 
that we combat.“ 


If that is the way things are, on what basis are we talking 
about a constituent phase? And how is it possible “not to 
see the danger that that would burn, in haste, the 
possibility at least of building on a very different scale?” 
So, for Ingrao there is a question that is of greater 
concern. It is that the “meaning of this operation may be, 
negatively, the death certificate of communism.” He 
quotes Biagio De Giovanni, who spoke explicity of “the 
exhaustion of communism,” and then concludes: “l 
disagree wiih this judgment, and | am fighting to keep us 
from reaching this result.” A result that he does noi like 
because “there is not just one communism,” and the 
Italian one “has been and is something different from 
the communist parties and the dictatorial regimes of the 
East.” If we are different, then why change? And, again, 
change to become what? “I admit,” he says, “that I have 
been unable to grasp whether we intend to be a social- 
democratic party or a democratic party or simply a 
progressive force.” 


The tense and attentive atmosphere is interrupted by a 
wave of photographers and tclevision cameramen. 
Ingrao’s face looks even more deeply lined under the 
flashes of light coming from the flashbulbs. Now he 
speaks about what is happening in the world. About the 
spread of a “merchandising process reflecting the hege- 
mony of new aspects of capitalistic concentration” that 
causes the “alienated condition” to spread. He talks 
about the ecological question, about feminine inequality, 
about “conflicting needs,” about “the objects of the 
conflict,” and about “the weak who can become a 
resource.” All dreams? All one big utopia? Pietro Ingrao 
does not think so. As far as he is concerned, emotion 
regarding the fate of the name communist “is not the 
lament of veterans.” It is * our life's blood,” he says, “the 
sufferings experienced” by millions of Italians who, 
“under this name, have not jusi fought battles for 
freedom but have seen concern for the weak as a buried 
treasure to be reclaimed.” And, no, neither do those who 
link the change in our name to that of the communists in 
the East convince him. “I learned independence 
regarding the USSR inside this party,” he responds. “It 
would be absurd to abandon it now.” Now that struggles 
for renewal are opening up in the East that show that 
“there is not just rubble among the communists, either.” 
Certainly these processes should be helped. But not just 
economicai'y, but rather with a mass struggle in favor of 
general disarmament. And here Ingrao “dissents” from 
the judgment expressed by the PCI on Italian foreign 


policy. 


He is coming to a close. His eyeglasses have slipped 
down on his nose, and his gaze looks over them and is 
eloquent. He is about to say what he has most at heart. 
And that is that it 1s an illusion to believe in the end of 
communism. “To produce this movement of peoples 
into action, what 1s needed 1s not the disappearance of 


1s 


communism but a higher motivation toward commu- 
nism. And this,” he adds, “ss the other goal we have to 
work for.” Occhetto’s proposal, however, “does not head 
in this direction,” but neither, on the other hand, does 1 
offer “a definite recognizable objective.” 


The secretary of the PCI, there beside him, listens. He 
listens to the conclusion of a harsh speech, one very 
critical of him, one uttered by a man to whom, assuredly, 
he feels attached by strong affection. But this is a 
political battle, and Ingrao intends to fight. He concludes 
by asking for a special congress. “When we are dealing 
with the fate of the party and its name.” he says, “we 
need precise formulations, unless we war: Gemocracy to 
be a rhetorical phrase and a fraud.” 


* Trentin Lauds New Program 
YOES0273H Milan L’UNITA in Italian 17 Now 89 p 3 


[Report by Bruno Ugolini on interview with Bruno 
Trentin, secretary general of the CGIL (Italian General 
Confederation of Labor), by unidentified reporters: 
“Trentin: It Is a Correct Decision; the Program Is 
Important, Not the Name”; first paragraph is L'UNITA 
introduction} 


[Text] This change of Occhetto’s was not “deferrable™ 
even though the manner in which it occurred may be 
debated. The most important thing now is not the 
“name™ of the new political force to be construct-4 but 
the programs. Bruno Trentin replies to the questions of 
reporters. Will the breakup of 1921 be healed? Will 
arguments with the Socialists increase, as Del Turco 
says? Is Marxism something to be thrown overboard” 


Florence—There was a good deal of expectation over the 
opinions of the secretary general of the CGIL, Bruno 
Trentin. On the day the national conference of the 
organization Of the leading Italian labor union began 
here in Florence, the newspaper headiines were about the 
change of name. Trentin, however, declined to answer 
the reporters’ questions. But now that the conference has 
ended, he is the focus of a meeting with the press. 


[Reporter] What is your opinion on the proposal dis- 
cussed by the PCI [Italian Communist Party]? 


[Trentin] It is probably possible to question the way it 
came to a head. But I think that, taken all together, this 
proposal was not deferrable. There are special circum- 
stances in which a party must have the courage to make 
proper decisions involving all its convictions, including 
those concerning its name. This decision was, therefore, 
as far as | am concerned, the right one, even though (and 
this is not a reservation) it seems to me that the response 
the special congress of the PCI will give relative to the 
basic program for the future is more important and more 
interesting. | really hope that the time is coming when 
people can differentiate among the active political forces 
not on the basis of their ideologies or their affinity for 
this or that system of government in the world. | hope 
they may differentiate among the parties on the basis of 











the proposals they may suggest in a secular way to ensure 
the government of or the transformation of society. The 


entire Italian left seems to me to be in hiding. in 
comparison with Western Europe, on this question. It is 
necessary that a program come together with the name, 
before the name. It must be able to come to terms not 
only regarding close relationships with social systems or 
totalitarian regimes that are pretty much eclipsed, but 
also with a policy of alliances based on ideas pretty much 
out of date. It will perhaps be more painful to reconsider 
our alliances with the social forces available to pursue a 
truly innovative party program (today the Italian Com- 
munist One) than to take another look at our name, our 
acronym, and our flag. Having alliances that are derived 
from decisions made in a secular way through a discus- 
sion with one’s own members really involves the over- 
throw of an entire way of acting in politics. I hope that it 
may be the prevailing fact of the next several months. 


[Reporter] Isn't there, in any event, the danger of a 
referendum on the name? 


[Trentin] Occhetto spoke of a process with steps deter- 
mined from time to time by the Central Committee and 
the extraordinary congress, declining to guarantee the 
time frames, the dates, and the results. The danger of a 
referendum on the name exists. | will work to make 
attention to the program prevail. The name comes later. 


[Reporter] Do you think that Occhetto’s decision comes 
from the image communism has in the world today? 


[Trentin] | don’t think so. My personal experience may 
have some weight in this answer. | thought of belonging 
to the PCI in a way different from the others. I never 
thought | was entering a church, and I never abandoned 
a liberal and libertarian tradition | learned in my youth. 
I identify, therefore, with the history of the PCI, which 
was for me also the history of forces in the PCI that 
fought for particular changes. | am not ashamed either of 
this name or of having been in a party that was the site of 
a hard and intense battle. It is probable that the name, 
and even more the programmatic vacuum, constitute 
obstacles to the acquisition of a common language of the 
left in Europe. Sentimental problems exist, but only for 
those who are still tied to a very provincial, a very 
Italian, viewpoint. 


[Reporter] Will the communist component of the CGIL 
take sides in the internal debate in the PCT? 


[Trentin] | would exclude it for reasons of principle. The 
component exists, when it exists, to discuss—less and 
less incidentally—problems linked to the affairs of the 
union. It would be a mistake to introduce new proce- 
dures into the Italian left in a kind of monolithic 
entanglement of the communists who are involved in the 
CGIL and have varying opinions among themselves. If it 
were up to me, the communist component of the CGIL 
would have been dissolved some time ago. 


[Reporter] Will the PCI decision refuel the uproar 
between Communists and Socialists? 
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[Trentin}] That would have consequences for the CGIL, 
and we ought to sec all together how to neutralize these 
consequences. As Del Turco said, we have to avoid 
having the CGIL become a battlefield in a quarrel in 
which the CGIL would be used without being a prin- 
cipal. There is also a danger that some may think that the 
CGIL constitutes the soft underbelly of an unruly left 
under the control of a party like the Socialist Party. The 
independence of the union is going through a difficult 
time, and it must be vigorously defended. 


[Reporter] At the conclusion of the conference in Fio- 
rence you spoke of a French Revolution that has not 
ended. Does this indicate a departure from Marxism? 


[Trentin] There is an open discussion about this im 
France. | think that that revolution has not really ended. 
We are today paying the price for an orientation preva- 
lent in the worker movement. It believed that mt had 
overcome what it held to be a contradiction between 
liberty and equality through leveling solutions. The 
French Revolution posed a great question of nghts and 
powers, of equal opportunity. Marx himself gave two 
different readings for that revolution, and in Marx two 
souls always lived together. I believe that in Marx, too, a 
libertarian and not redistributive strand is woven. It is 
not a question of throwing Marxism overboard, or rather 
the Leninist version of Marxism, but of setting in motion 
a general rereading. And | do not think it is idle to say 
let's begin with the French Revolution. 


[Reporter] Is it possible, as someone has suggested, that 
the CGIL may become a radical mass union at the 
service of a radical mass party” 


[Trentin] A union becomes the sounding board for 
external forces when it no longer has anything to say. 
Cultural independence is the real defense. 


[Reporter] Will the schism of 1921 be healed? Will Craxi 
be the future leader of a united left” 


[Trentin] Nobody knows what components will converge 
into the new political grouping. How many there will be 
will depend upon what the program will be. I don’t think, 
frankly, that the question of who the leader will be can be 
the overriding question. One ought rather to ask who the 
partners will be in the eventual new unified left. What 
role, for example, will the forces of the Catholic left play? 
It can't be a discussion involving just the forces that split 
apart in 1921, also because the PCI split then from 
Serrati (who subsequently rejoined the PCI), not from 
Bettino Craxi. The questions raised in 1921 have per- 
haps been resolved, but others have been raised that are 
much more substantial. They don’t have anything to do 
with Leninism or Stalinism. 


* Lama Strongest Supporter 
QOES02731 Milan L'UNITA in Italian 22 Nov 89 p 3 


[Article by Se.C.: “Our Credibility Doesn't Come From 
Our Name™] 
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[Text] Rome—The personality most opposed—and on 
Monday evening in front of Botteghe Oscure [Commu- 
nist Party headquarters] in the most uncivil manner by 
that group of “protestors” who demonstrated against 
Occhetto—advanced to the lectern. It 1s Luciano Lama. 
He does not say “at last™ but the meaning is that: “In a 
period not yet full of the news from Eastern Europe, 
some of us had already thought about those changes that 
today have the character of inevitability and urgency.” Is 
this the announcement of a claim of authorship” “To tell 
the truth,” the vice president of the Senate then explains. 
“I was a little sorry about those words the moment | 
uttered them. But it is truc: | was the first one three years 
ago to say that we ought to join the Socialist Interna- 
tional. | was considered a person who had lost his reason. 
But if that idea is considered a good one today, | doubt 
that it was completely untimely then.” Is there then in 
Lama's concurrence an implicit criticism of tardiness on 
the part of the party’ 


“Really,” he explains, “Il was convinced that, after the 
next to the last congress but particularly after the last 
one, a little treme was lost. Perhaps there remained some 
ambiguity, perhaps the varied and differing ways of 
interpreting the direction taken by the congress neutral- 
ized one another in being juxtaposed. But that doesn't 
mean that we are no longer in time.” 


In his speech from the podium, Lama addressed the 
question of relations with the PSI [Italian Socialist Party] 
(“explicit criticisms should be made, but also construc- 
tive proposals”), warned of the “dangers of a pragma- 
tism without values that would give to the change an 
opportunistic meaning lacking credibility”, defined the 
problem of the name (“the credibility and the nobility of 
the PCI [Italian Communist Party] never came from its 
name, but from its policies”), and, finally, denounced 
the “pressures of the conservative right and of some 
sectors of the DC [Christian Democratic Party]" to make 
the PCI remain where it is. But he did not comment on 
the procedures to be followed—a “meeting” or a special 
congress? Lama is in doubt. “The former,” he says, 
“would permit postponement of an internal clash, but 
would perhaps leave open elements of ambiguity. The 
latter would produce frontal collisions but would 
enhance clarity and make the party a real protagonist in 
the change...." In any event, he does not concur in the 
criticisms of Occhetio: “He did well to mention his 
proposal at that meeting with the ex-partisans.” Then he 
explains: “Many crucial decisions of the PCI did not 
come from congresses ... and | would not like the many 
who today are right to some extent as regards method not 
to discuss the merits, where they are wrong.” And he 
adds decisively: “We are headed for a period of disagree- 
ments. If the leadership doesn't give an impression of 
being able to guide this party, the risks may be great. Its 
determination must be proportionate to the rightness 
and the importance of the cause.” 


The other evening in front of Botteghe Oscure, Lama 
went through a bad episode. The more agitated of his 
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opponents shouted insults at him and kicked his auto- 
mobile as he was leaving. How did he feel about 1? “It 
made me think,” he said, “of an unhappy expernence at 
the University of Rome in 1977. Of course, there were 
many more that time, and they were independents. they 
were against everything. | don't want to be dromatic, but 
it is ridiculous that people like me and the other Ieader- 
ship members should be hit with a sort of intimidation 
while leaving the headquarters of the party to which they 
have dedicated 30 years of their lives. This 1s an unac- 
ceptable way to conduct political battles. This 1s indeed 
something outside our tradition. Dialogue cannot be 
replaced by pressures and insults.” 


* PCI Sections React to Proposed Change 


* Bologna 
QOES02744 Milan L’UNITA in Italian 16 Now 89 p 4 


[Article by Onide Donati: “How Red Bologna Is Dis- 
cussing and Taking Sides on a Changing PCI", first 
paragraph is L'UNITA introduction] 


[Text] Surprised, bewildered, but so cager to discuss. 
This 1s the Communist “base” in the grip of the most 
recent struggle. the one most widely announced but, 
paradoxically, also the one least expected. The Bentivo- 
gli-?7 Novembre section in the San Donato neighborhood 
of Bologna, in two locations too small for the large crowd 
of members wanting to learn from the federation secre- 
tary what is happening in the administration and “if the 
television news reports are correct.” 


Bologna—The moment is a historic one and everyone 
wants to experience it directly, but not with the infor- 
mation given by the television news on Channel 2. On 
television, Onofrio Pirrotta must have said unlikely 
things apt to put the livers and hearts of even the calmest 
Communists to a hard test. There will be at least 100 
members in a section, an incredible crowd on the 
threshold. The average age is rather high, but there is no 
lack of 30- and 40-year-olds. The assembly of the Ben- 
tivogli-? Novembre (yes, 7 November, the exact date of 
the Soviet revolution) had been scheduled for some time. 
The agenda: “the new course in the current political 
phase and prospects for the immediate future.” And, 
obviously, no one adhered to it, despite the efforts of the 
section secretary, Pasquale Longo, who led off with a 
speech supporting both the argument under discussion 
and the recent major innovations. These innovations 
ultsmately convinced the secretary, while some others 
were less convinced and still others not at all. 


The discussion was heated. Everbody agrees on one 
thing: Politics must come first. It 1s proper, while myths 
and walls are collapsing in ruins in the East, for the PCI 











{Italian Communist Party] to reflect on its pest and map 
out a future that will break with the outworn schemes of 
this ugly political phase. 

But for a great many it is difficult to digest 2 drastic 
proposal! such as rejecting the name and the symbol. 
True, they have done it in Hungary and Poland, but the 
Communists have committed serious mistakes there. 
“We,” says Tolomelli, “have nothing to be ashamed of. 
We have not betrayed the working class, and we have nc 
made mistakes.” “We are presenting a gift to capitalie™ 
both here and in the socialist countries,” Milli cuts him 
short. “In Italy, the Communists and the forces of the 
left have conquered . Have we forgotten 
this?” concludes Baschieri to applause. “What changes if 
we change?” asks a member of another section. “Others 
will continue to turn their backs on us all the same.” And 
comrade Olga herself cannot understand why 1 should 
be necessary to change today if the glorious symbol of the 
PCI withstood enormously more difficult tests yes- 
terday. A young woman places herself in the “who- 
knows-what-they-are™ party and applauds the changes in 
the East and the tearing down of the Berlin wai but fears 
that changing the name (“a prospect that does not shock 
me™) means capitulation to the insinuations of Craxi 
rather than to the pressures of history. 


And then the opposing voices were heard. Casillo says 
that history is speeding along and that the PCI must 
bring itself up to date and express by “our name and 
symbol what we are—that is, something different from 
what we have been mechanically described as being.” He 
is echoed by Roberto, who says, “If the party remains a 
memorial park, events will leave us behind.” “We arc 
not able to create socialism alone, nor, under these 
conditions, are we able to fight effectively to overcome 
injustices,” exclaims Marani. To Fiorini it is the sub- 
stance of the changes that ought to be discussed, the 
question of how to organize progressive public opinion, 
which is too confused, “so as to send the DC [Christian 
Democratic Party] to the opposition.” Consequently, the 
question of the name is downright secondary to Rai- 
mondi, who states that, above all, “we musi be conscious 
of our own strength.” 


And, in connection with strength, federation secretary 
Mauro Zani bluntly says that today 26 percent of the PCI 
is useless “for making itself felt in a renewal” and that, if 
“we do not stay within this historic process, we will 
become anachronisms.” And, around the corner, always 
lurks the risk of sharing the fate of the captain who (even 
if slowly) goes down with his ship. It serves quite a 
different purpose to “be useful” to the end of reforming 
democracy, and it is not conceivable that Craxi will 
burden himself with these problems. “It suits him fine to 
advance several percentage points in each election, to 
live on the income the DC assures him for blocking the 
path of the PCI. So, let us make this historic choice, 
initiate this formative phase, and plunge into this new 
stream of history. The remainder—the name, the 
symbol, and joining the Socialist International—are 
problems we can deal with in the very near future.” 
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* Rome: Ponte Milvio 
QWESO0274B Milan L'UNITA in Italian 16 Nov 89 p 4 


[Article by Marina Mastroluca: “There Was the “New 
Course’ mm the Roman Ponte Milvio Section. Was That 
Not Enough?™, first paragraph is L°UNITA introduc- 
tion} 

[Text] The mew course and the new name are not the 
same thing. There 1s much perplexity in the Roman 
Ponte Milvio section over the proposal to change the 
name of the PCI [Italian Communist Party]. “With the 
new course we were convinced that we had taken the 
right road. We are stunned.” There are the pride of 
“being Communists” and the fear of progressive leveling 
down to the socialist positions. “The unity of the left is 
fine, but unity with whom?” 


Rome—"You change your name if the one you have 1s 
infamous. Certainly the PCI has made mistakes, but, if 
we change our name, the other parties will go around 
with a list im their pockets to give us a new name for 
every day of the weck.” Milvia Longhi, 54, a PCI 
member from time immemorial, does not even want to 
hear talk about changing the name. “This is something 
that 1s sheer agony to me,” she admits. She is not the only 
one in the Ponte Milvio section, the one headed by 
Enrico Berlinguer, to think so. Perplexed, embittered, 
and more—even confused. Some are already threatening 
not to renew their membership, interrupting a militancy 
often of long standing. 


“A referendum should be held among all members to 
decide on the name,” says Mario Benedetti, a member 
: we 1953. “The Central Committee and the extraord- 
nary congress are not enough. | do not trust them. If it 
comes out later that the majority agrees to change, that 
will mean that | will not sign up as a member again.” A 
name like a flag to distinguish oneself from others, the 
pride of “being something cise.” “The crisis in the 
Eastern countries has brought about an emotional state 
in the PCI leaders. But the pull was already obvious. 
Renewal is perfectly all right; the PCI has renewed itself 
many times. Now we are the ‘new PCI.” But I do not 
agree with the name change. Occhetto has gone too far; 
there is the risk of a major split. However, it cannot be a 
choice made by the leaders; they must listen to the rank 
and file.” These were the words of Amos Bigonzi, 63, a 
member since 1948. He is worried because, at the 
Grottarossa FIAT, where member registration takes 
place, a great many comrades who wanted to join are 
now having second thoughts 


It is not Only the old-timers who are nostalgic. Lorenzo 
Somaga. a member of the Italian Communist Youth 
Federation (FGCI) and, as of 1989, of the party as well, 
says. “Ten years ago, during the break in doctrine 
wanted by Berlinguer, no one thought about a name 
change. The consent of other forces, who come to mind 
now when this action is being proposed, we gained 
anyway, when we fought major battles such as the one on 
abortion. So consensus on the imitiatives 1s growing, not 
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on the name. It was not our séca of communism that 
came down with the Berlin wall; u was that of Ber- 
linguer.” Paolo Mungo, 17, who 1s not a member but has 
been close to the section for three years, says, “The thing 
that fired our enthusiasm for the new course was the 
ability to move out of stagnation without moving to the 
right at the same time. If this name change operation also 
manages to gain us new sympathics, how would we be 
regarded’ Now we are in the opposition. We will never 
go into the government. we are an opposing force. Would 
it be the same? And another thing. There 1s no certainty 
in my life. If not even the PCI 1s there anymore, what 1s 
there for me to hold on to”” 


The others applaud. The new course 1s not to be dis- 
cussed. On the contrary, 1s the starting point for 
rejection of new names. “The new course to me has 
meant shaking off the apathy of a decade,” says Patrizio 
Zucca, 3), a party member for 14 years. “There have 
been those who have moved to the nght, but the melor- 
ists have made no headway. To me. the new course also 
meant unity of the left, but without Craxi. Now there is 
talk of a formative phase. But what kind of unity with the 
socialists would be possible if our thinking 1s the oppo- 
site of theirs on many things? What kin 1 of left is 1 that 
we are turning back to?” The fear is spreading that what 
Occhetto defines as a formative phase may mean a 
progressive leveling down to the socialist positions. 
Fatio Sornaga, 64, for 20 years a militant communist, 
says, “At the congress, Occhetto stated that the question 
of changing the name would be brought up only in the 
context of a renewal of the left. Consequently, the union 
of the forces of the left cannot be what Craxi wants, in 
which a sort of preeminence is accorded him. The PSI 
{Itahan Socialist Party] is not the only party in Italy. 
There is a Christian left, and it 1s up to us to bring it out. 
Thus far we have not done ut. Consequently, purely 
cosmetic operations are of no use, especially if they are 
handed down by the leadership. Everybody should be 
involved, even those who voted in June saying by their 
votes that they did not want the PCI to disappear as so 
many hoped i would.” Section secretary Carlo Luna- 
rdon states: “I have never been ashamed of the PCI, and 
it does not seem to me that the conditions are different 
from those under which the congress was held. What is 
happening in the East can only fill us with pride. | agree 
on a constituent assembly for which the PCI could be a 
motivating force. But we should not run the risk of being 
infenors.” 


Those most willing to compromise are for compromise 
over the long term. Sergio Levrero, 25, a member for five 
years, says, “I have no qualms about the event itself. 
Now, however, it might lead to a setback at a time of 
renewal. It could be a dangerous choice, which seems to 
me to be an indication of the inability of the leadership 
group to bring about a thorough renewal of the Italian 
left.” “It 18 Mecessary to initiate a phase for formation of 
an opposition front,” states Paolo Carrazza, 34. “To give 
it credibility, however, the PCI should retain its identity. 
When this stage has been completed, we can call our- 
selves by another name because we will be different—but 


not until then.” Or, again, Gwhano Gramegna, who 
comments, “If the problem 1s that of 2 rethinking Icading 
to escape from the limitations of the Icfi in Europe. the 
mame 1s the last thing to worry about. But m this 
formative phase no one knows what the forces are that 
are called upon to participate. And there are no pro- 
grams for us.” 


* Genoa 
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{Article by Paolo Saletti: “Much Discussion in Genoa on 
the Way to the Discussion”™: first paragraph rs L"UNITA 
mtroduction] 


[Text] The first signals have come from the Cienoese 
Communist base, a great desire to discuss without 
restriction. An instinctive “no” from comrades of long 
standing, who are also critical of the changes in the East. 
People interviewed in factories and at the port are 
cautious and specific. The young assert that “you cannot 
say merely yes or no; you have to go to the heart of the 
problem.” It 1s a lively discussion at which expectations 
and hopes are aimed. 


Genoa—The Boido Longhi section in Sestri Ponente, 
one of the still vital centers of the party organization in 
what were at one time the working class neighborhoods. 
Sesiri section coordinator Bruno Maggi says, “About 50 
comrades have come by during the day, gencrally unsat- 
isfied. They say that they do not understand. Then we 
talked, and the comrades were convinced that the ques- 
trons will not be considered exclusively from the view- 
point of sentiment. Of course, sentiment 1s also impor- 
tant, especially to the older comrades.” What was the 
prevailing attitude im this group of comrades? “Against 
the change.” Average age of the group? “Over 60.” 


We move on to another area, to the regional palace at the 
Liguri Center. Gianfranco Antoni has just finished a 
meeting with a group of about 10 comrades. What do the 
Communist employees of this regional organization 
think? “Only one said that he 1s against i,” says Antoni. 
“Some are very favorably disposed, and the rest are open 
to discussion.” 


And in the factory” The assemblics to deal with contract 
matters continued at Ansaldo yesterday, and, of course, 
these questionggwere the on which attention was 
concentrated. “The tendency,” says Corrado Cavanna, 
“is to respond to the cuc. That 1s to say, the comrades 
want to think over their opimon carefully before 


expressing it.” 


We visited the harbor. The workers are living through 
dramatic moments: The decrees of Minister Prandin: 
doing away with the central fuads removed all the extra 
pay from the workers’ envelopes, a bundle running to 
600,000 lire a month. Preparations are being made for 
the strike on the 20th. “This is what we are concerned 
about,” says Bruno Carmine, PCI [Itahan Communist 
Party] cell official, “and there is little room for anything 











cise. "What 2. the gprmons of Occhetto’s proposals and 
the work done by the Icaders.Rp" ™ As fpr as I know, there 
have been no negative reactions, and discuSs.27 1s open 
and unconstrained. To tell the truth, the comrades are 
Struggling to understand what the political project for 
unification of the left ts all abuut. This is certainly more 
important than the question of the name or the symbol.” 


“My generation docs not have the probiems of the older 
comrades,” says Roberto Adorno, secretary of the Com- 
munist youth organization. “We are well aware, as is 
obvious, that socialism cannot cxrst without democracy. 
To us the word “communism” in the name of our party 
is linked to an ideal content of liberty, equality, and 
justice. It seems to me, then, that the problem cannot be 
solved with a yes or a no, it has been shifted to the 
questions of substance and the way to maintain our 
idealistic tension ~ 


Michele Bartolozz: of the secretariat answered some 15 
telephone calls. about a third of them ones made to the 
federation. “Generally speaking, it is a question of old 
comrades who are former party activists. Their reaction 1s 
a highly emotional. critical one. They think that the 
proposals hold the danger of selling off our diversity.” Is 
there argument from a political viewpoint? “It 1s predom- 
inantly a sentimental onc. There are, of course, comrades 
who are highly critical of what 1s happening in the East. 
They prefer the old times and the old certainties.” 


He seems to understand that the chords struck are those 
of sentiment. And they are the strongest ones. And so the 
discussion has been opened. Last night the federal lead- 
ership meeting was opened by secretary Claudio Bur- 
lando, and gradually the debate will spread, as it were, by 
a grass-roots process among the more than 27,000 PCI 
members in Genoa. Emotion is followed by reasoning 
and decisionmaking. As 1s often the case, it is certain that 
an internal Communist discussion 1s destined to have a 
significant effect outside the party, among voters and, 
above all, in the large «egment of society that for so long 
has been fighting for, hoping for, and dreaming of a 
major force on the left capable of breaking the old 
patterns and ictting truly fresh air into our country. 


* Naples 
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[Article by Vincenzo Vasile: “Let Us Defend Party 
Unity”; first paragraph is L'UNITA introduction} 


[Text] San Giovanni a Teduccio, the “reddest” neigh- 
borhood in Naples. There are three communist sections; 
35,000 inhabitants; and 3.000 PCI [Italian Communist 
Party] members, an electoral percentage of 54 percent in 
the most recent “European” clections. The abrupt 
change comes as a shock. but the media simplifications 
do not reflect the thousands of generational, political, 
and cultural crossovers the discussion has initiated. 


Naples—One of the sections in San Giovanni a Teduccio, 
a “red” neighborhood of Naples, is called the Pasquale 
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Finocchio. Finocchio was a young communist of this areca 
who died a “shining death™ in 1972 at the age of 24 while 
repairing an clevator. In 1975 this section was named after 
this “positive hero.” who was entirely “one of ours.” And 
a similar heavily stressed “identity” 


year-old Luigi Bellocchio, a State Railways machinist, 
boasts of being one of the last admitted to the PCI when he 
emigrated to Bordighera, by rendering a declaration of 
responsibility for a comrade who was acting as a “guaran- 
tor.” The story is told of Ciro Varese, “an old militant and 
fisherman, a member since 1946." Ciro rushed to the 
section as soon as he heard the television news about the 
change of name and symbol, simply to emphatically say 
no, that this did not suit us. But then Ciro works on 
Sunday distributing L'UNITA (“150 copies every Sunday, 
and | am still doing it”), and, at age 70, he climbed stairs, 
going door to door to ask our voters what they think of it, 
and reported the results of his survey to the section. His 
report was that “the women of the neighborhood, above 
all, are fond of the name and symbol.” 


The reason: Word got around the San Giovanni neighbor- 
hood that there would be a collective reading today of the 
issue of L'UNITA containing the Occhetto report to the 
Central Committee and the first operations. “The reason: 
to get a clear understanding of the situation” is the 
summation made by Tonino Rosiello, 38, a State Railways 
conductor and member since 1975—“even if sentimenty 
are no trifling matter in a party for which people literally 
feel love, because «t has made civil awareness increase, 
because in material terms it has meant an instrument of 
liberation for the people.” Clearly to understand a problem 
that seems to have come up suddenly is an entirely | 
different thing—“to understand the Communist role, how 
the role of the opposition could be replaced, and with 
what.” Some people object that many things were already 
settled at the last congress, “but | must express doubt on 
this point. At the 18th Congress,” replies Rosicllo, “it is 
true that Occhetto left the question of the name open, but 
because of the internal developments in Italian life. Today, 
however, the reference is to what is happening in the 
international field. And the PCI is very, very different 
from the communist parties in the East. In addition, | am 
greatly puzzled by all those comrades in the leadership 
who, on Occhetto’s recommendation, have reduced the 
probiem to better diplomatic relations with the PSI [Italian 
Socialist Party] by giving their approval to Occhetto's 


To secretary Luigi Bellocchio, on the other hand, the 
Occhetto proposal is a “revolutionary bomb that makes 
available to the democratic forces of the country a new 
force, a movement, a new area, a force with the ambition 
of guiding the new developments in Italy, in Europe. 
Unlike Rosicllo, | believe that Berlinguer went too far ~ 
when he declared himself to already feel secure under the 
NATO umbrella. And we have given this some little 
thoug'it by now. If we had been communists in the Eastern 
counties, today we would have gone out into the square to 
sweep away the icaders who have been unable to bring 
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themselves up-to-date. They have had cnormous success 
there, we have not been able to pretend we did not notice 
it. “But, if the success there 1s the one that we predicted 
a" replies Rosicilo. “It is on the internal level.” retorted 
the secretary, or do we want to say i! or not, that we have 


their work end up in an electoral turnout of 0.2-percent or 
less, and of having to start all over again every time. 
Consequently, it would be a good idea for mediation—! 
take the liberty of using this word—to take place in the 
Central Committee in order to safeguard the unity of the 
party. However, it 1s not .ruc that all the reactions have 


On the other hand, Anna Pctillo, 35, a teacher who also 
works in the Finocchio secretary's office and was elected 
to the federal committee at the last congress. secs only 
the mosi worrisome effects of this bomb. “I heard about 
it On television. The change in name 1s a shock. Then | 
tned to get to the bottom of the question. to read 
between the lines, but | still cannot understand the 


nist area that is open to forces inspired by liberal thinking. 


In this new subject | see the risk of a subordination, a 
pushing aside of our tradition. | do not understand it as 
Standing still. I joined the party in 1985 after Berlinguer's 


death. And the word “communism” to my generation 
means struggles for peace, battles for nghts, a referendum 
on abortion—a well-rounded concept that in the younger 
assumed the form of taking for granted a 
toward the Eastern countnes. And, 
even on this nontraditional basis, our attitude toward the 
name is one of deep love. Although this may not be the real 
point, which is that of substance, a formation such as the 
one Occhetto outlined can continue beyond our intentions.” 


* Rome 
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[Article by Paolo Boccacci: 
“Improvised Change™’] 
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“Rebels in Rome— 


[Text] Rome—Occhetto's change of mind has caused a 
veritable carthquake in the PCI [Itahan Communist 


pa 


Party} federation of Rome. The names that count im the 
capital's party are divided. and the city’s leaders are 
split, putting secretary Goffredo Bettini in the minority. 


In the next few days, the Communist general staff 1s to 
come to grips with a truly paradoxical situation. It 1s 
cnough to point out that, of the seven persons im the 
Rome secretariat, four—Cosentino, Tocci, Tola, and Del 
Fattore—are against the proposal. This leaves Bettin 
himself insthe minority. He may be able to count on the 
support of the other two—Mcta and Leoni, considered 
champrons of the change—bvt they will not show their 
cards until the neat federal commitice mecting called for 
Thursday. 


The discussion will be resumed there behind closed 
doors, and the ranks of the opposing forces will be closed 
further. For the tume being, mouths are shut. “No to 
Occhetto™ ss the watchword of the majority of the 
secretariat and of Picro Salvagni, municipal councillor 
and national urban planning official, of former city 
secretary Sandro Morelli, now an official of the organ- 
zation, of Mario Tronti, and of an intellectual of the 
caliber of Asor Rosa. 


On the other hand, behind Bettim: Antoncilo Falomi, one 
of Occhetto’s ghostwriters, and former mayor Ugo 
Vetere, there are the ayes of group Ieader Franca Prisco. 
protagonist of the battles against the Giubilo delibera- 
tions on meals, provincial counscilor Anita Pasquali. 
and regional secretary Quattrucci. Pasqualina Napoli- 
tano, former regional group leader and now Europarhia- 
mentarian, abstains. 


What wall happen on Thursday at the federal committee 
meeting to be held in the new headquaricrs in Via 
Franceschini, in the lower class neighborhood of Colh 
Anmene” Goffredo Bettini, who in recent days has pos- 
sibly given a thought to dismissing some people to have 
a freer hand in facing the session of the extraordinary 
congress, will have to try to close up ranks a few hours 
before a highly important event such as that of the 
convening of the municipal council, and to rekindle the 
enthusiasm for the political battle that will be fought 
again in Campidogho for formation of the executive 
committee. And many people are betting that he will 
succeed. 

“The positions,” asserts Tooci, “are not very far apart. I, 
for example, have criticized the method and the absence 
from the proposal for a new political formation of 
programs that would create real prospects for it. It will be 
the task of the congress to give it substance, and, on this 
point, | agree with many comrades who have voted yes.” 
“My no.” maintains Salvagni, “was cast in haste, on the 
spur of the moment.” “We must learn to differentiate in 
a businesslike manner, without drama,” states one of the 
“kamikaze warnors of the pros.” Falomi. “We have 
stated important positions im the heat of argument, 
without thinking this over,” explains Prisco, and this 1s a 
symptom of growth, not a drama.“ 














But, behind the headquarters. there are thousands of 
upset militants. Some of them have convened mectings 
spontancously, as at Toscolano, while other outlying 
sections, at Casal Bruciato and clsewhere. are protesting. 
The congress season has barely begun. 


In the meantime, stones are told of minor skirmishes 
fought during the days of the Central Commitice 
mecting in the bars below the Botieghe Oscure [street in 
Rome, headquarters of the PCI]. Picro Salwagni, muni- 
ipal councillor and national urban planning official, 
when he met Antonello Falomi, a militant comrade from 
the marches of 1969 to the red municipal councils of 
Argan, Petroselli, and Vetere, gave him the ironic nick- 
name of “ " an reference to his role as 
“writer” of the reports on Occhetto’s change in direc- 
tron. And another psychodrama unfolded among the 
Communists of Campidoglio in the evening during a 
break in the meetings at a pizzeria in Prati. At onc table, 
Bettini tried to convince two of his lieutenants of the 
secretariat—W alter Tocci, considered to be the number- 
two man in the party in Rome and writer of white papers 
on the new bosses of the capital, Giubilo and Shardella. 
and Lionello Cosentino. But, at the end of the discus- 
SIONS, positions remained unchanged. The wound 
opened in the federation left no room for charm 
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[Article by Ivan Berni: “The “Mehorists’ Get Back Into 
the Game™] 


[Text] The national secretary will be there im person to 
preside over the mecting of the Milan PCI [Itahan 
Communist Party] federal committee, which next week 
iS to discuss the major change decided upon by the 
Central Committee. As a matter of fact, Occhetio 
selected Milan as the first testing ground for verifying 
party reactions in the field. This decision 1s motivated by 
the role of political laboratory assigned to Milan (where 
the PCI has been governing for two years with the PSI 
[ltahan Socialist Party], the PSDI [Itahan Socialist Dem- 
ocratic Party], and the Greens), and, above all, by the 
repercussions the change has given rise to, even locally, 
mm the internal balances of forces. 


The Central Committee's vote has, in effect, thrown the 
chess set of the Milanese party into disarray, upsetting 
majorities and balances established only a few months 
ago. The meliorists, led by deputy mayor Luigi Corban 
and the group leader of the region, Picro Borghin— 
made a minority this March at the last provincial con- 
gress—are now coming back as full-fledged players in the 
political game, after the vote for reshaping the party 
And provincial secretary Barbara Pollastrin: will face a 
double embarrassment—that of having the melrorists as 
meconvenient allies, after the months of political 
infighting and a mutual freeze, and that of secing some of 
her voters and secretariat comrades aligned on the 
side of the opposition or abstention, such as Edgardo 
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Bonalumi. deputy Eho Quercol, and former FGCI 
[itahan Communist Youth Federation] national secre- 


tary Marco Funagall:. 


In Occhetto’s favor 1s the need for making certain that 
the political confrontation docs not descend into a 
setting of scores by young local voters as soon as the 
many leaders take up their positions one way or another 
and the debates get under way in the sections. Central 
Committee members such as regional secretary Roberto 
Vital and municipal user Roberto Camagni 
are making explicit appeals for abandonment of the logic 
capressed by constituents and by previously established 
political alignments. And, even more explicit in their 
request to maintain maximum openness in the debate. 
are two rising members of the Milanese PCI—House of 
Culture secretary Sergio Scalpelli and municipal public 
works adviser Massimo Ferling “If anyone ts thinking of 
appealing to loyalty on the basis of local events, he is 
grossly mistaken.” they say. “We are not inclined to 


trivialize the substance of a polit of historic 
’ 


importance ~ 


The section assemblies and the pgriy activist meetings 
held recently have resulted ® proclamations generally 
favorable to the reshaping proposed by Occhetto, often 
of proportions larger than the 70 percent registered in 
the Central Committee. The outlying and working-class 
sections such as those of Bicocca, Crescenzago, 
Niguarda, and Opera genecrallyare reacting favorably to 
the change. On the other hand, major difficulties are 
encountered in the sections in The historic town center 
and in the FGC1, where. at an activist meeting held on 
Friday evening. the FGCI approved a document that 
does not take a position on the outcome of the Central 
Commitice meeting and requesied that it be allowed to 
participate in the discussion in progress im the party 
“with full autonomy.” 





* Florence 
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{Article by Ceciha Mel: “Florence Comments on the 
Change: ‘A Challenge to Our Future’; first paragraph 1s 
L’UNITA introduction] 


[Text] Tuscany 1s discussing, asking questions, and 
making proposals on the changes announced by 
Occhetto. The question of the change in name is obvi- 
ously the leading theme echoing from one areca to 
another and eliciting the liveliest comments. Many are in 
favor, but there are also many against and those sug- 
gesting compromise. Following 1s a survey of what 
politecians, union members. and intcliectuals throughout 
the region are thinking. 


Florence—The news of the changes announced im the 
PCI [ltahan Communist Party] immediately echoed 
throughout Tuscany. too. At the center of general atien- 
tron was the question of the name, of course. What does 
the political, intellectual, and trade umon world of 
Tuscany think about a new name” 
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To Florence PCI secretary Leonardo Domenici. « is a 
matter of “a challenge to the future that will be very 
difficult and very stimulating.“ “The real issue is not “the 
PCI changes its name” but ‘the PCI changes.” That is 
enough,” states Florence FGCI [Italian Communist 
Youth Federation] secretary Giuseppe Pandolfi. And in 
other cities? “I appreciate Occhetto’s courage.” says 
Mauro Vannoni of Prato. Tito Barbini, Arezzo PC! 
secretary, has this comment: “I agree with Occhetto. The 
name change should be a process involving the entire 
party, and a process that should be started very soon.” In 
Pistoia, PCI secretary lwo Lucchesi declares himself to 
be in favor of it, while to Fabio Evangelisti, PCI secre- 
tary of Massa Carrara, “it 1s a proposal in line with the 
choices made by the 18th Congress.” “It is the 
unleashing of a process,” comments Armando Carninm: of 
Lucca, “in which we should demand full decissonmaking 
autonomy.” 


All Tuscan cadres attended the conference organized by 
the CGIL [Italian General Confederation of Labor] mm 
Florence yesterday. “The real problem is that of the 
programs, agreement by people on objectives in the 
Struggic, =. relations with society at large.” asserts 
Tuscan FIOM [International Federation of Metal- 
workers] secretary Marco Rasconi. According to Oriano 
Cappelli, CGIL regional secretary, “there should be two 
categories of problems here for us to be able to discuss 
this question. The first 1s the obvious speeding up of the 
processes changing the international scenanos, while the 
other is the search for the elements needed to change the 
Italian political situation.” “Yes, if it is in response to a 
sudden change in the political program.” reples Floren- 
tine secretary Guido Sacconi. 


The intellectual world 1s more sharply divided on the 
question. The pros and the cons alternate im a lively 
interweaving of comments. “The name is not essential,” 
states Mario Mirni, lecturer at Pisa University. “What is 
important 1s what 1s pep wort teddy pen 
do.” Paolo Giovannini of Florence University is very 
much in favor. According to him, “the name should have 


been changed some time ago.” 


Father Ernesto Balducc: sides with the opposition. 
“Then all the parties should change their names.” he 
says. “I do not see what there is socialist in the PSI 
— Socialist Party} or Christian in the DC [Christian 

ic Party).” Yes, provided that it i not “a 
screen for doing nothing.” according to Maurizio Bet- 
timi, head of the literature department at Siena Univer- 
sity. Definitely opposed is Umberto Carpi, lecturer in 
Pisa. “It seems to me to be an egregious political mus- 
take, a signal of abandonment of our entire difference.” 
Economic history lecturer and theologian Wilma 
Gozzini agrees. “| do not want either the name or the 
substance changed. Whatever lives changes, and commu- 
nism, heaven knows, 1s changing but remains commu- 
nism.” Giorgio Bonsanti, superintendent of the Precious 
Stone Factory, declares himself to be “uneasy” and 


* Liguria, Campania 
WES0274H Milan L'UNITA in Italian 15 Now 89 p 4 


[Unatinbuted article: “Comments by Liguria and Cam- 
pama Secretaries”] 
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must renew itself so as to adapt its structure, 
and, above all, its substance to the new demands.” 
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with the motive behind this sweeping imitative.” Con- 
sequently, “reflection on the confusion going on in the 
world was mandatory.” 


* Ancona, Bari, et al 
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[Artacle by Alberto Leis: “Now Let Us Discuss, and Let 
No One Decide Without Us", first paragraph is 
L’UNITA introduction) 


[Text] Agitation and clear-cut areas of dissent, but also 
receptivity to open confrontation im expectation of the 
discussion by the Central Committee. A party searching 
its soul on a wave of feelings, but mn a reasoned way. Such 
is the picture that emerges from several important fed- 
erations (Ancona, Bari, Perugia, Reggio Calabria). Opin- 
sons differ but without giving evidence of either genera- 
tion gaps or specific political alignments 


Rome—-The argument that unleashed the reaction and 
the agitation in the party is that over the name-change 
question. As the Occhetto proposal 1s making a journcy 
more complex than that discussed by the PCI [Itahan 
Communist Party] leadership, the debate in the diffuse 
body of the party 1s emerging in accordance with rational 
plans in expectation of being able to enter into the merit 
of more explicit political substance. There 1s great expec- 
tation of the confrontation that is to take place im the 
Central Committee. Rather widespread criticism persists 
of the method by which the problem has been stated 
Such in brief are the characteristics of the lively discus- 
sion recently initiated in the PCI. We talked to several 
federation secretanes about them. 


In Perugia, a city in which the party won 44 percent of 
the votes for the European electrons (gaining two points), 











many heavily attended meetings have already been beck 
m many of the mam sechons, being “spontancously™ 
convened im some cases. “By and large.” states secretary 
Ceccarm, “there ms a receptivity to reasoning, to better 
understanding of the wmport and the substance of the 
operation envisaged by Occhetio. The concern. im an 
area on which the PC] mammtains a strong base of public 
support and significant polstecal vetalsty, 1s that there 1s a 
risk of weakening. The gencration of cadres who came 
mmto the party with Berlinguer and who are dedicated to 
implementation of the “new course’ ask this question 
Are we not already a party open to diverse forces on the 
left. environmentalists, and Catholics, the one indicated 
by the 18th Congress’ That 1s to say, a difficult task that 
should not be further complicated esther by generational 
differences or vanous ‘political sensitivities.” There 1s no 
lack of signs of approval, with quite a few new members 
yomning precisely because of the innovations issuing from 
the leadership.” 


Recruitment difficulties are berng noted elsewhere. as mm 
Ancona and Ban, where the campaign to gain ocw 
members has barely begun. Just yesterday the leadership 
m Ancona held a discussion about the direction to be 
taken. “There is a climate of difficulty,” says secretary 
Burattim, “im accepting the Occhetto report.” There is 
perplexity regarding the course taken. First, there should 
have been work toward an extraordimary congress, then 
mitsation of a formative phase, and last, if at all, rarsing 
the question of the name. Questions are also being asked 
about the appropnateness of starting this discussion 
now, also m view of the statements made by Brandt 
about the name and joming the Socialist International. 
Munacipal activist meetings have been held, other mect- 
mgs im the sections are scheduled for today and 
tomorrow, and later there will be an assembly campaign 
after the Central Committee meeting. The night before 
last, a women’s meeting was held, with about 50 persons 
partecupating. Discussions were conducted in a “calm” 
clomate, there was criticism of the method but openness 
to dealing with the course indicated by Occhetto. Also. 
ay bebe seo there 1s resistance to taking part 
in the “ tive phase” in view of the failure of the 
communist parties in the East and with membership in 
the Socialist International, and suppor 1s cxpressed 
rather for basing it on launching the alternative in Italy 
The local newspapers printed interviews, among the 
construction workers, there has been encouragement “to 
move forward boldly.” Many, however, were not regis- 
tered ( ommunists 


In Bari, meetings of the leadership have been deferred 
until the Central Commutice meeting has been held. 
Meetings and assembles are being held in the sections, 
on the other hand. Only the university section has come 
out with a document against Occhetto’s proposal 
“There 1s a very complicated situation im the party.” 
States secretary Aresia, “with some areas of support, 
even enthumastic support, but also sharply opposing 
positions, m reality where the party has deep roots.” 
Here, as well, the discord and dissent are not limited to 
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the more “tradmonal” cotres. In the FOC! [Itahan 
Communnt Youth Federation]. for cxampic, there 1s 
wicespread critscal bewslderment. And. so. two postions 
are recorded mm the arca of PC] opirmeon =mayjor concerns 
on the part of the “closest™ sympathizers who vote for 
the PC1, and postive attention and mtcres! m the arca 
that has not ied to a Communrst vote 


In Reggro CalzSria, the PCl «s currently cugaged m a 
mass Ca™paign on the probiems of the cy and of labor 
Two d&.monstcations are xheduled for Monday. 25 
November. “The discord among the comrades.” says 
secretary Minnits, “has caused no problems in pursuing 
mobtihzation, bet there 1s a heavy demand for opening 
up a real democratx dulogue” There are no “emo- 
tional” reactions bul rather. on the whole, a willingness 
10 discuss, \.) carefully cxamune the merits of the ques- 
tion ransed by Occhetto. “But « would be a mistake.” 
Minnits also says, “to deny the rneks of desbanding. We 
are waiteng for the discussion mm the Central Commuetiee 
to gain a better understanding of the political umpon ~* 
the proposal made with such fanfare ~ The prevailing 
Opimon mm thes case as well 1s that the change m name 
should be contemplated only at the end of a process that 
has yet to be defined: a “formative phase™ to become 
what and with whom” These are logocal questions asked 
by a party that has already had the cipenence of 
rejecting its own symbol in the local government clec- 
trons thes past spring aficr a grass-roots dialogue among 
a large number of people, and that has reaped positive 
electoral results from thes chonwe 


* Sardinia 
WOESO274) Milan LUNITA in Hahan 29 Now 89 p 4 


{Unatiributed article: “! Propose a Federated Party”) 


[Text] Caghan—A Sarduxan party federat d with the 
new national party. This will be proposed by the PCT 
{Itahan Communist Party] depuiy secretary om Sardima, 
Agostino Erittu. to the regoonal acmunrstration meeting 
convened today. “If a new political formation m armed 
at,” declared Erittu, “one projected onto the dimension 
of Europe and at the same time heavily committed to 
regional affairs. then the methods of mmternal organiza- 
tron must also be revised.” The proposal announced im 
advance by the deput. secretary amounts to a federation 
agreement between the national party and the Sardinian 
one, such as those concluded, for cxample. between the 
Spanish. Catalonian, and Basque communists and other 
autonomy-secking Spanish entities “Dorng this con- 
tinued Erittu. “would advance a coherent policy of 
autonomy and. at the same time, result om participation, 
but in our own original way, in a natronal and European 
process of developing the lef” Enttu announced the 
intention of asking the regional committee to call a 
referendum of Sardiman members and voters regarding 
the change mm name 
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* Basili 
9OES0274K Milan L°UNITA in lialian 17 Nov 89 p 4 


[Unattnbuted article: “A Bold, Attractive Choice™) 


[Text] Rome—"It is a bold but necessary choice, attrac- 
tive and exciting.” Such is the opinion expressed by the 
regional secretariats, the secretariats of the federation. 
and the Basilicata regional PCI [Italian Communist 
Party] group, which has already “held an initial discus- 
sion on the proposal to launch a new formative phase 
leading to a new democratic, socialist, integrated, and 
progressive political organization capable of adding new 
forces, pushing toward loosening up the Italian political 
system, and building the alternative democracy.” 


According to the announcement, no one is concealing 
the “difficulties of the challenge the PCI is laying down 
for stself and the Italian left.” However, it is a question of 
a “bold but necessary choice, fascinating and exciting.” 


The Communists of Basilicata maintain that the “times. 
methods, and individual objectives assigned by PCI 
Secretary Achille Occhetto in opening the discussion in 
the party are proper and timely.” If this is so, then it ts 
the duty of all to “transform the party into a major 
political and cultural operation.” The approved docu- 
ment adds that it 1s not a question, either, of a “choice 
for transformation or for liquidation.” The intent ts 
rather to mndicate a new avenue that can “create new 
space and prospects for the left in Italy and Europe.” 


* Workers Units Express Views on PCI Proposals 


* Mixed Feelings at FIAT 
QOES0275A Milan L’UNITA in Italian 16 Nov 89 p 4 


{Article by Giorgio Betti: “Hopes and Doubts Within 
FIAT”; first paragraph is L'UNITA introduction] 


[Text] The Communist workers at FIAT’s Muirafior 
plant agree with the plan to recast the party. Some say 
“no” to the name change: “We have always defended 
democracy. We're not the Polish CP or the Hungarian.” 
A former municipal alderman and two members of the 
Turin CF [Federal Committee (of the PC1)] have circu- 
lated an “open letter” rejecting the premise of the 
“historic failure of communism.” 


Turin—We must agree that what is happening is pro- 
ducing traumas and depressed feelings. The thought of 
the many who have paid dearly, even with their lives, for 
the ideals of communism that are expressed in that name 
and that insignia is bound to touch one’s heart. But the 
thought of a name change doesn't really shock me. 
What's important is what we do, the policy we pursue. 
And, to me, a course that can lead to our being a major 
force of the European left seems to me a very proper 
one.” 


Pietro Padovano joined the PCI [Italian Communist 
Party] in 1976 and has worked in the mechanical sector 


of the FIAT M.,zafiori plant for the past 17 years. He 1s 
here now, seated with other workers at a long table in the 
megaplant’s PCI Section office, located inside the plant 
on Corso Agnelli. They are discussing the inner feelings 
of the blue-collar workers in the city of [the late] Gramsc: 
and of the ORDINE NUOVO [both refer to the city of 
Turin}, as the Communist Party plans to recast itself and 
the entire left. “Occhetto,” Padovano adds, “1s acceler- 
aling events to the maximum, as Gorbachev has done. 
But it had to be done.” 


Guido Giuletti of Perugia, who has worked for 20 years 
in the plant's automobile-body sector, expresses concern: 
“I like the idea of changing the party, but there's the risk 
of losing consensus among the workers if we don't give 
them a clear understanding of where we are trying to go.” 


Siro Sanna, in the body sector since 1969—"a Sardinian 
as are all Gramscians,” he says with a touch of pride in 
his voice—agrees with Giuletti: “The members, the 
comrades | know, have no objections. Other workers, 
however, say they're afraid the PCI may give up being 
what it has always been, whereas the other parties are not 
even talking of changing.” Nicola Colonna, of Bari, a 
worker in the mechanical sector of the plant, states that 
he has “nothing against” a name change: “As far as I'm 
concerned, what counts is that the basic ideas be sound. 
No one should be led to think that our party would stoop 
to anything just to enter the government.” 


On the other hand, Sebastiano Foti, 23 years in the FIAT 
mechanical sector (“22 of which have been years of 
struggle”), is critical: “Why change the name? That 
glorious name and insignia waged the antifascist struggle 
and the Resistance; they have defended democracy and 
campaigned for social justice. We're not the Polish party 
or the Hungarian one, which have been unable to 
develop democracy. Why, then?” Donato Schini, a 20- 
year member, mechanical-sector worker, asks the same 
question. 


Vittorio Simonin of Friuli, a punch-press operator who 
admits to being more moved than on the day he picked 
up his PCI membership card 17 years ago. tries to 
respond: “It is a proper action, a matter of coherence, of 
identity. Ours has not been a communist party for years 
because the proceedings and platforms issuing from the 
party's most recent congresses have been those of a party 
that is no longer revolutionary in the traditional sense of 
the term, but rather democratic, instead—progressive, 
reformist.” Cosimo Malvasi, 49, half of these years 
having been spent on the mechanical sector's assembly 
lines, comes in on the same wavelength: “Behind the 
name there are glorious struggics. But history must go 
forward.” 


Pictro Casile of the presses sector interjects a proposal: 
“European Socialist Party is a name I'd like.” But 
Domenico Gallea, a member since 1943 who worked at 
the Mirafiori plant dui .ng the worst years of Valictta-ism 
(“I was a die-sinker and was given the job of cleaning 
toilets”) and is now retired, feels that the name is “the 














last problem” to be concerned with: “The world is 
changing. Our goal must be to finally change this ccuntry 
of ours, where the DC [Christian Democratic Party] is 
forever in power and the PSI [Italian Socialist Party] is 
its lackey. Our policy must be an independent one, a 
policy of our own, one that can bring to fruition among 
the socialists and other forces the need cf a united left for 
an alternative.” 


Anton:o Giallara, of the body assembly sector, recom- 
mends that “this epoch-making change” be taken to the 
people and explained to them so that they can under- 
stand that the PCI wants to “bring the entire left together 
and fashion it into a governing force”: “This does not 
mean throwing our past into the scrap heap. But pride in 
what we have accomplished doesn’t put bread on the 
table. I'd also like to remind Comrade Pajetta of this. 
Sure, some of the members will leave. There will be some 
losses. But I'm convinced that, under a new party iden- 
tity, we will attract new forces.” 


So much for the views within the gates of the FIAT plant. 
Meanwhile, former municipal alderman Gianni Dolino, 
CF members Marco Rizzo and Elisa Paze, and five other 
party members who object to being labeled “cossuttiani™ 
[followers of Cossutti] released the text of an “Open 
Letter to the Communists” in which the premise of the 
historic failure of communism is rejected. Asked as to 
their intended course, they replied that they will evaluate 
very carefully the success of the party's special congress. 
“Versus the reformist ‘costituente,”” they added. “We 
plan to work for a communist ‘costituente.”” 


* Steelworkers for Change 
9OES0275B Milan L’UNITA in Italian 22 Nov 8&9 p 4 


[Article by Fabio Inwinkl: “With the Workers at Terni: 
“The Name? Let's Change It. Why Not? ....“; first 
paragraph is L'UNITA introduction] 


[Text] Among the Communist blue-collar workers of the 
steel plant at Terni, there is interest and consensus with 
respect to the change Achille Occhetto has proposed to 
the party: “It was time to get us moving. The alternative 
was stalled.” Reservations, however, as to the method 
used. And, as for the name change? “It's a false issue. 
What counts is the mustering of other forces. We can no 
longer put aside the issue of governing.” 


Terni—The blue-collar workers of the steel plant at 
Terni are all assembled at a meeting of the FIOM 
{International Federation of Metalworkers]. Even 
though the restructuring of the steel industry has halved 
its personnel, the plant has remained this city’s be-all 
and end-all. The 8,000 of 1981, now 5,000 under the Ilva 
insignia, will be down to 3,800 in two years, to which will 
be added the half-thousand or so of active staff in the 
Titania and Fucina “satellites” and the services center. 
For over 10 years now, there have been no new hirings. 
Early retirements have decimated the ranks of the union 
and party cadres. And still the PCI [Itahan Communist 
Party] has 430 members, a strong nucleus that wields 
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influence in Umbria’s social fabric, even at a time when 
very little is being heard said of the centrality of labor. 


What do the Ilva Communists think of the report 
Occhetto presented to the Central Committee? How are 
they reacting to these “emotion-filled days”? 


“The PCI secretary's plan.” says Oriensio Matteucci, 
“has deeply convinced me. But we must act swiftly and, 
if an updating of our image can help the party's new 
strategies, we can sacrifice its present name. Of course, 
our humility and courage are being put to an acid test. 
Even our old-timers must understand that, as stated in 
the report to the Central Committee, a force of the left 
cannot last if it does not resolve the issue of governing. 
And, good heavens! We with 10 million votes count for 
less than the Liberal Party.” 


Another worker, Danilo Monelli, interposes a criticism 
of methods. Indeed, his remarks go somewhat beyond 
that. Matteucci agrees: “It’s true. At times like this, 
method is of the essence. The launching could have been 
better thought out by the leadership. Possibly, certain 
emotional reactions could have been avoided. And, let it 
be clear, the communist ideal is not dead. It has a 
thousand reasons to assert itself. A lot is being said at 
this time about the Socialist International. But we should 
also be considering facts. What are these socialists doing 
who are governing Spain, France, and Greece? Shouldn't 
we be talking about that?” 


Does this mean one in favor and one against? No. The 
core of Occhetto’s speech has attracted broad support. 
And the point of departure is the recognition that the 
decisions arrived at by the 18th Congress have remained 
inoperative. They had little or no connection with cur- 
rent reality. 


Franco Petrelli, among others, pomts this out. “We 
debated mostly on issues of the past, on matters of our 
history. But has the alternative advanced in any way? We 
are still the only ones to even talk about it. So, we must 
build a different force that can attract other groups. After 
the events in China and Eastern Europe, it will be hard to 
explain the PCI to young people.” 


Petrelli sparks the debate in his factory workplace. “Il 
read Timmerman’s comments in Saturday's L.UNITA 
in which he conjured up the image for the East of a room 
furnished according to its own taste in the home of the 
European Community. What | ask is: What space will 
the working class have, the workers of the party that is to 
be recast? Will it be a furnished room or an empty one?” 


But, as to the name change, the fuse that sparked the 
deflagration of the past few days: What reaction does it 
provoke within this workers unit, in which it would be 
heartrending to disown an identity it has proudly 
defended throughout the most trying times? “Within our 
factory,” says Gianfranco Salvati, “we have understood 
that the real issue 1s not the party's name or its insignia, 
but rather a rethinking of its function in society.” Sergio 
Mirimao’s evaluation is more “tendentious™: “It is the 
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PCI's mehorist spirit that, in order to preclude a real 
debate on the conient of the new course, reduces the 
entire issue to a name change. If this were all that were 
involved, how many other parties throughout the world, 
well before ours, should be carrying out this operation” 
No. What we must consider 1s the proposal, the political 
courage of its author. It is a strong signal, even though its 
intended recipients have yet to be better defined. It 1s not 
the base of our Own party thal we must convince but 
others, to whom 1 will not be sufficient to present merely 
a name and an insignia that differ from our present ones. 
After all, if they have discriminated against us for so 
many years, it certainly has not been because of the PCI 
insignia.” 

Criticisms, such as they are. still dwell on the method. 
Franco Malatesta minces no words as he sustains that the 
party has long since abandoned the ideology that goes 
back to communism. “But,” he adds, “if we are more 
laical, then let's debate the issue more. We can't limit 
ourselves to nodding assent to the secretary general.” 


Lanfranco Venturini’s comment is caustic: “Occhetto 
has addressed his proposal solely to the 40-year-olds of 
his secretariat. When it comes to important decisions in 
the factory workplace, we listen to the advice of our more 
experienced colleagues. But let's not make an issue of 
that. After all, we still have our own audience, and we 
must enlarge it both within and beyond the workplace. If 
anything, resentment among the comrades is of another 
order—namely. that the one who first raised the issue of 
our party denomination was Craxi, making of it a kind of 
prerequisite to ‘accepting’ us. These continuous lessons 
from our socialist ‘cousins’ fuel a smoldering intoler- 
ance.” 


In sum, Alfio Picchion: displays a strong, long-absent 
desire to debate, to understand. And, citing the “proce- 
dural” options proposed by Occhetto’s report, he opts 
for that of a special congress to be held forthwith. 


This proposal is, in fact, the one that has elicited the 
most wide-ranging support among the workers with 
whom we talked in Terni. It 1s supported also by Mat- 
teucc: and Salvati. (“Otherwise, the mass media will say 
we have put on the brakes.”’) Petrelli, on the other hand, 
expresses reservations: “We risk going into the adminis- 
trative elections campaign divided by debates in our 
congress. A more extended time frame would be better— 
a constituent phase extending beyond spring.” 


* Open Debate at Pirelli 
QOESO275C Milan L‘UNITA in Malian 22 Nov 89 p 4 


{Article by Bianca Mazzoni: “Pirelli Bicocca Assembly: 
‘Is Socialism Merely a Utopia Today?””] 


[Text] Assembled here are Pirelli Bicocca’s Communists. 
The factory has changed. It is fast being transformed into 
a hi-tech city, replacing the plant's old production lines 
and sections with glass-and-cement buildings. The com- 
munists have followed this transition and have even 
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helped to oversee it, involved as they are with the union. 
And now that Pirelli is threatening a layoff, they are with 
the others, handing out flyers, plastering posters, pre- 
paring for the coming strike. They have come to an 
after-hours section leadership =:ceting to discuss the 
proposal that is at this very hour being debated by the 
Central Committee of the PCI [Italian Communist 
Party]. 


A long-due and long-awaited rendezvous, to judge from 
the attendance. Jokes are exchanged on this “return to 
the section” by comrades who had not been seen there 
for years. “An entirely open discussion 1s on,” says 
Camillo Veriemati, section secretary, in an introduction 
that seeks to avoid the appearance of a formal report. 
“and the entire party 1s being called into this discussion 
at a moment that is crucial and fraught with great 
possibilities as well as risks.” Each one here speaks for 
himself or herself and says what is on his or her mind. 
“All viewpoints,” says Serafini, “have equal dignity. Let 
the exchange of views that has been opened be as ample 
as possible.” One conviction appears to be shared by all 
those present: The issues put forth by Occhetio to the 
leadership and then to the Central Committee cannot be 
sidestepped. There may be agreement on the proposal! or 
there may not, but there can be no shirking the respon- 
sibility that devolves upon each of them to make their 
views known. This is not a time for petty tactics because, 
when the results of this debate are assessed, and regard- 
less of what conclusions are arrived at, nothing will be 
the same as before. 


Camilo Vertemati says: “Pointing up the problem of the 
name was an act of great courage because it touches 
sensitive chords in our party. But it is a challenge that we 
must address calmly and responsibly. Contrary to what 
has occurred in the past, when we could pretend to brush 
aside rather than face up to troublesome and unwieldy 
problems, we cannot now turn back. The important 
thing is to weather this phase as another phase in our 
growth.” And Malvezzi, who also raises questions as to 
the parameters, the bounds that must delimit the pro- 
posal’s “constituent phase,” says: “Is the name merely a 
matter of form? Let's summon up our courage and 
address the real issue, the policy issuc, knowing that, 
when this debate comes to its end we will no longer be 
what we were, that there has been a break, a greater or 
lesser break, but a break with our past.” 


It is not and could never be an easy discussion. “If we 
must change so profoundly, this means that we too have 
erred,” is the opinion of Rutigho, who together with 
others feels that an adjustment of the new course, an 
updating of it, should suffice. Tadini asks, “Is socialism 
really nothing but a Utopia? Well, even if it is, and since 
our party has not made any errors, | want to try it.” 
Malvezzi intervenes again: “What do we want to be? Is it 
true that the Berlin wall existed only in that city? Aren't 
there many other walls to be torn down here as well’ 
How, then, can we expect to deal with the contradictions 
of the capitalist world? It's not enough to say: We don't 
want to be like the parties of the Eastern countries. We 





must say what we do want our position to be with respect 
to ecological issues, capitalistic concentrations, FIAT. 
the North-South relationship.” 


Two cruxes are emerging from the debate. One has to do 
with the perception of what is occurring in the Eastern 
countries, of the accelerated pace at which events are 
occurring—a situation that for some (Vertemati and 
Lauria, for example) raises a question as to whether a 
debate 1s also necessary on theoretical issues, and that for 
others, on the other hand, still appears to be the result of 
a betrayal in the putting of correct ideas into practice. 
The second crux has to do with whether the PCI is well- 
or ill-advised to open a new front—a stimulating but 
quite arduous one—at this time. And it is this consider. 
ation that gives mse to fears of grave lacerations, of 
profound splits within the party. The question, in sum, is 
whether to preserve the heritage of which the Commu- 
nists are so justly proud and which is a guaranty for our 
country’s very democracy, or to “put everything at issue 
to be decided by debate, revitalizing our ideas of 
progress and socialism,” as others say, on pain of slow 
decadence, of a wasting away. The latter positions are 
well summarized in the view expressed by Polli: “Histo- 
ry’s reason for being—our history's as well—is to build 
the future, not to preserve the present. We must take all 
the time necessary to debate ideas, to dialogue, and to 
decide. But precisely to safeguard our glorious heritage. 
we must not let our eyes rest solely on the past. 


* Alfa Workers Not Against 
9OESO275D Milan L’UNITA in Italian 17 Nov 89 p 5 


[Article by Bianca Mazzoni: “Alfa at Arese: ‘Perhaps It's 
on Target, New Course Was Stalled”; first paragraph is 
L*UNITA introduction] 


{Text} Following the initial impact, when emotions ran high 
and feelings deep, the Communists of the Alfa-Lancia plant 
at Arese are now in the process of addressing the issues 
thoughtfully. Thursday, a section leadership meeting on the 
PCI [Italian Communist Party] leadership's proposal. ““This 
iS a real Opportunity to unblock the Italian political situa- 
tion,” says Secretary Walter Molinaro. The Communist 
union leaders say: “On the front burner, the political plan.” 
“Romiti, don't rejoice.” 


During the 1960's, Alfa-~-Romeo meant purely and simply 
the blue-collar class, its more profound [social] con- 
sciousness, its livelier intelligence. Was not Ciro of the 
film “Rocco ¢ i suoi fratelli” [Rocco and His Brothers}— 
whom [movie director] Luchino Visconti was speaking 
with pride of a more just society at the end of the 
film—an Alfa-Romeo blue-collar worker? Today, the 
term Alfa-Lancia means a battle for nights and—why 
not?—a new PCI, which has waged that battle. A new 
PCI that was quick to take sides on an issue—that of the 
workers—al a time when that issue was “not very much 
in vogue,” and that by this act as well was able to win 
new adherents. And now, faced with a proposal from the 
party leadership to open a “constituent phase™ for the 


FBIS-WEU-90-009-S 
12 January 1990 


purpose of constituting a new political force of the left, 
and to change the PCI’s name, what are the reactions. 
what are the fears, and what are the suggestions, the 
prospects, the outlook? 


“The climate is one of great ideological and political ten- 
sion,” says Walter Molinaro, secretary of the Ho Chi Minh 
section, which encompasses the 600 Alfa-Lancia workers 
who are members of the PCI. “The attitude among the 
comrades is not one of rejection of the debate. A fast-paced 
debate is needed that involves all the party members. The 
need 1s pressing. We must venture forth into the open 
without delay.” The section leadership meeting has already 
been set for next Thursday, following the PCI Central 
Committee meeting. “I think,” Molinaro adds, “the PCI 
leadership's proposal will enable the unblocking of the 
Italian situation. It is a response in keeping with the 
epoch-making events that are now changing the world. A 
very interesting process is being set in motion. A major 
shake-up was needed. The strength of the new course was 
waning in the flood of events. Its thrust was nearing exh.us- 
tion. Intelligent minds and resolve are now being fielded to 
help muster all the forces of the left and to combine the 
critical approach that is fundamental to the model of growth 
with a forward movement of greater scope.” 


This said, no one is dissembling the fact of difficulties and 
concerns. Difficulties and concerns, however, that in the 
present case, unlike what has occurred at other trying times 
in the life of the PCI, have not translated into open 
dissension. Memories of the more recent past bring to mind 
the shouts and cries in section meetings at the time of the 
national solidarity phase, the tearing to shreds of member- 
ship cards during the days of the “strappo™ [PCI's break 
with the Soviet Communist Party]. None of this. “In the 
face of changes as radical as those taking place in the East,” 
says Ivano Veggo of the PCI section's leadership, “we could 
not remain stagnant. The other day, in the heat of the 
moment, when the name change was the issue of the day, the 
comrades’ minds were more closed. Now that the issues, the 
details of the proposal, are clearer, the attitude is one of 
attention, of wait and see, and no preconceptions. There 1s 
a need to understand and then have our say. And, since it 1s 
content that counts, it is content that we will debate.” 


The name, the insignia. Here, and not only in this plant, 
the name and <*e insignia translate into remembrances 
that are still vivid. They symbolize discriminations suf- 
fered because of being Communists. And the ultramodern- 
ized FIAT has reawakened everyone's memory. The issuc 
is by no means superseded. But being a Communist also 
means being a frame of reference for many workers, 
sympathizers, and political adversaries. There is an air of 
suspense in the plant, they tell us. Attention 1s being paid 
to what is going on in the PCI. There is awareness that the 
workers have everything to gain from a strengthening of 
the left, regardiess of how it may be manifested, and 
everything to lose. 


“The stripped-down message that reached the work- 
place,” says Riccardo Contardi, one of the leaders of the 
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plant’s FIOM [International Federation of Metal- 
workers] unit, “was that of the name. It is a theme that 
cuts deeply. I saw comrades with tearful eyes. We have 
always called ourselves Communists. We have always 
renovated ourselves. There have been breakaways here, 
breakaways there. But it is because of all this that the 
name and the insignia imbue us with pride. Perhaps the 
proposal should have been released in smaller doses. 
But, of course, things change with perspective. The issue 
al center stage should be the intended policy, who it is 
that you want to represent. The question of the name 
then becomes one of the issues. Instead, we must defend 
our past, our diversity, with the same forcefulness with 
which we launch our policy proposal. In sum, we must 
not let our character as a major force of opposition lose 
its Cutting edge. Our edge must keep its sharpness. FIAT, 
beware. Don't rejoice.” Marco Marras, the other FIOM 
leader of the plant's work council, says: “If the policy 
plan on which we are working is in defense of our 
country’s weakest sector, if the constituting of a greater 
force of the left can be helped by a change of name as 
well, then even this problem—which is not negligible 
because behind the name and the insignia there are 
struggles and sacrifices, there are ideals that are deeply 
cherished—but even this problem, as I was saying, is 
manageable, resolvable.” 


* Other Parties, Leaders View PCI Changes 


* Craxi Cautious 
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[Article by Sebastiano Messina: “Craxi: Name Change 
Not Enough; ‘Let PCI Stop Attacking Us and We'll Work 
Toward Unity} 


[Text] Geneva—Iin Lisbon a week ago he had refrained 
from commenting. Returning to Via del Corso [PSI 
(Itahan Socialist Party) headquarters’ address, Rome}, 
he had urged everyone to pause and think before com- 
menting on Occhetto’s changes. But, here in Geneva, 
where the Socialist International Council is meeting on 
the hurricane of reforms that is buffeting the East, 
Bettino Craxi has decided to speak his mind on the new 
PCI [Italian Communist Party] that is changing its spots 
and its name. The socialist leader sees Occhetto’s move 
as “important and interesting” and feels that those 
Communists who oppose it are “wrong.” Major changes 
loom, therefore, in the stagnant waters of Italian politics, 
on condition, however—and this is Craxi's “but”—that 
the PCI does not become more antisocialist than before, 
and that its goal be the attainment of socialist unity—a 
goal that in no way implies a merging with the PSI and 
that cannot be viewed as a near-term objective but rather 
as one to be attained toward the end of this century. 


A Little Note to Brandt 


The PSI secretary arrived in Geneva a good half hour 
after the start of the International's meeting, and took his 


seat on the presiding group's dais as Willy Brandt was 
outlining the Council's agenda. As he entered the hail, 
followed closely by a bevy of television cameras and 
reflectors that rather annoyed the leader of the German 
Social Democratic Party, Craxi did not say a word 
regarding the PCI. Another day of silence on the PSI-PCI 
front appeared to be looming. But a little note passed to 
Brandt was the signal that Craxi had decided to talk. 
“Comrade Craxi,” the International's president 
announced, “will speak now, at the public session of this 
mecting, as he has requested of me..... What could the 
leader from Via del Corso be wanting to say? His speech. 
delivered impromptu and in French, began predictably 
with a reference to the “dissolution of the Soviet empire” 
but moved quickly on to the communist parties “that are 
converting.” “We have a problem with all of this 
Western communist archeology,” he said, drawing 4 
round of applause from an audience that had been rather 
tepid toward the other speakers, and adding. “I don't 
know whether they'll become sects or research institutes 


on dead languages.” 


Is this the PSI's view of the Italian Communists as they 
struggle to ford the stream? No, said Craxi, “I don't 
mean to say that of the PCI, or at least that part of the 
PCI that is trying to shift a little in the direction of the 
future.” 


The question had been put by one in the audience who 
had considered Craxi’s remark somewhat meanspiriiecd. 
What he did not know was that the Italian Socialist Party 
secretary had intended the remark as a prelude to a 
public dressing down of his International collcagues. 
beginning with the Germans of the SPD [Social Demo- 
cratic Party] and the French Socialists. “I have always 
observed, with a touch of curiosity, the generosity of a 
number of European socialists toward the communism 
of the others. I say to you now that account must be 
taken of the attitude of the Italian Communists toward 
the Italian Socialist Party because, behind us. there is a 
history of sectarianism and attacks. For example. if the 
Italian Communists say they want to change their name, 
that is, of course, a good thing, provided they also change 
their attitude toward the socialists. If, instead, they 
change their name and remain antisocialist, the change. 
in our view, will be for the worse. Worse than ever'™ 


Craxi thus claimed the right to be the principal judge of 
the PCI's progress. He demands to be the principal 
“negotiator” with a pariy that aspires to an “organic 
relationship” with the International, as Occhetto has put 
it. “It is with me, and not with you, that the Itahan 
Communists must settle accounts,” he told his col- 
leagues who reside on the other side of the Alps. 


As he left the hall, the PSI leader wore the smile of one 
who has just removed a pebble from the inside of his 
shoe. And this time he replied willingly to questions 
from the reporters, beginning with those relating to the 
storm sweeping Botteghe Oscure [PCI] headquarters’ 
address, Rome]. After Occhetto’s push into the future, 
do you think the PCI can turn back? “For the moment, 














I don’t find that there has been a decision to go forward. 
Of course, there have been some moves that | >onsider 
important and interesting. Some may say they are taking 
place in what is still a confused and indefinite manner. 
but no one can deny that they are taking place. And | 
believe that anyone who opposes them is not only wrong 
but is also bound to lose.” 


Backflow Into Archeology 


Do you think that, under a new name, the PCI will also 
change its policies? “I think it will. If it changes its name, 
as I think it will sooner or later—and from what I sec, it 
iS likely to be later rather than sooner—it will be a move 
in the night direction, provided it is linked to a process of 
profound change, and to a socialistic and democratic 
course of action. Of course, a backflow into the vast 
world of archeology is always possibic. It is unquestion- 
ably a highly respectable discipline. It is an activity to 
which one can devote oneself and enjoy a lifetime of 
fulfillment.” 


You want an end to antisocialism. Yet, objectively 
speaking, the fact remains that the PSI is in the govern- 
ment, while the PCI is in the opposition. In what area or 
areas do you think relations within the left can be 
improved? “Well, the political sector is ever so rich, so 
full of opportunities and possibilities, in the concrete, 
the abstract, the futuristic, the real world, and in the 
imaginative one. In politics, things can always be done 
that send signals, that create an atmosphere. Even 
without brandy...” Sir, you said to the International that 
Occhetto must settle accounts with history. What did 
you mean by that? What accounts does the PCI still have 
to settle? “I have always felt that for clarity and effec- 
tiveness of outlook on the future, a rereading of history, 
approached critically, 1s useful and important. I'm not 
saying that | have always been right. Afier all, | was only 
a child at the end of the war [World War II]. But it would 
be well, for example, to reexamine two traumatic phases 
that deeply split the Italian lefi—the one in which 
Saragat played the major role in 1947, and the one 
traversed by Nenni in 1956." Is the demand you are 
pressing a prerequisite? “An evaluation of history is 
important but, of course, a look toward the future is even 
more important.” 


Mr. Secretary, does this mean a look toward the alterna- 
tive? “That is a problem with further complications. For 
the moment I say that, if there are new developments, we 
are prepared to make what I term socialist unity a reality. 
This is the area in which, in Italy as well, the divisions of 
the past can be bridged and organizations created that 
have different traditions but that can agree on a social- 
istic and democratic outlook. I can’t understand why this 
proposal meets with such intolerance, such negative 
reactions.” Perhaps, sir, because the Communists don't 
like the idea of a merger with the PSI... “No. They know 
very well that such is not the case. They know very well 
that it could not possibly be the case. It would be 
nonsensical. They should instead consider this proposal 
a historic vision of the future with vast potential. Suffice 
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it to remember that the history of the socialist movement 
is a history of divisions, of splits, of internal and fratn- 
cidal struggies. A vision of working toward the restora- 
tion of socialist unity—to come about, of course, during 
the latter years of this century and, as we turn into the 
next century—is a forward-looking vision. It requires 
tume and is not dependent on improvisations and irk- 
some polemics of passing importance. We must be able 
to look far ahead. We must do this cach in our Own way. 
If we can.” 


* Confindustria Approves 
YOES0276B Milan L’UNITA in Italian 17 Now 89 p 6 


{Interview with Giancarlo Lombardi, a vice president of 
Confindustria (General Confederation of Italian Indus- 
try). by Pollio Salimbeni: “As a Businessman, | Say: “Go 
Ahead, Unblock This Political System™’; date and place 
not given; first paragraph is L'UNITA introduction] 


[Text] “A positive process. For the PCI [Italian Commu- 
nist Party], for the -talian political system, which has 
been blocked for too long. And for business as well. On 
condition that the Communists abandon facile dema- 
gogucries and state clearly the rules of the game.” The 
author of this statement is Giancarlo Lombardi, a Cath- 
olic businessman in textiles. In Confindustria he stands 
for the idea of a capitalism not subordinate to the 
financial oligarchy. 


Rome—Barecly emerging from the in-house controver- 
sies in which he has been involved in Confindustria 
because of his darts aimed at the enormous power 
wielded by the close-knit group of businessmen and 
financiers centered around Agnelli and Cuccia, 
Giancarlo Lombardi, one of Pininfarina’s vice presi- 
dents, talks now about the PC. 


[Lombardi] What do I think of Occhetto’s proposed new 
course? I think the PCI is doing the mght thing by 
proceeding in this manner. | think the process that has 
begun is positive. | prefer to ignore the currently popular 
approaches, including the excessive importance being 
given to names. In my view, the question of names 1s not 
at all fundamental at this point. The PCI is an integral 
part of our national history. Its ideals and political 
contributions cannot be crased simply for the sake of 
talking now about greater justice, about solidarity. It has 
made serious errors, very serious ones. I cannot help 
thinking in terms of the experience of a [historical] figure 
such as Ignazio Silone. The nature of the Communist 
regime had long been common knowledge. The factual 
realities had also been long-known and clear to all. Those 
who were not aware or did not want to be aware of them 
still bear all the responsibility for them. | speak of the 
millions of persons killed solely because their thinking 
did not conform to that of the party bureaucrats. | 
therefore can only applaud the [PCI] conversion. 


[L"UNITA] You seem to prefer to speak in terms of a 
conversion rather than the conclusion of a process and 
the opening of a new onc. 
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[Lombardi] I have no interest in making an issue of 
labels. My concern 1s rather another one: that the deci- 
sions the PCI is debating at this time not be obscured by 
a chase after cosmetics. They must not be swallowed up 
by a mere window-dressing operation—a change of 
insignia, a change of banners, and nothing clsc. Instead, 
I want to look beyond the acronym and understand what 
is behind it .... 


{L°UNITA] You seem inclined toward mistrust. 


[Lombardi] No, I'm not mistrustful, nor am I shocked by 
the tactical dimensions of Occhetto’s proposal. It 1s 
entirely legitimate for the PCI to want to be a player in a 
political system that has been blocked for too long, even 
though this may involve the loss of some traditional 
consensus. From this standpoint, we have reached a 
limit. Governance today, shared as it is between the DC 
[Christian Democratic Party] and the PSI [Italian 
Socialist Party], is rooted in the impossibility of [insti- 
tuting] “alternanza™ [power-sharing among the parties 
through distribution of the presidency and the minis- 
tries, including the prime ministry, according to the 
results of a popular vote, or by an institutionalized 
system of rotation): The DC continues to insist on being 
the linchpin of the system while excluding the Commu- 
nists; the Socialists want to be the tongue of the scale—in 
fact, its very axis, a linchpin as well; and the PCI 
continues to repeat that it wants to be the “alternativa™ 
[empowered by popular vote to govern as a unified body 
of the left], What remains unclear is their distinctive 
platforms, their programs. In sum, precisely what is it 
you really intend to do? This is the question | ask of all 
of them. In any case, | think that if the PCI proceeds 
soundly in this operation, the other parties will no longer 
have alibis. The conditions will be established for a real 
“alternanza,” the institutionalizing of which is essential 
im a democratic system. 


{[L"UNITA] Now you seem to be swinging in the other 
direction, toward enthusiasm. 


[Lombardi] It's not a matter of awarding prizes. It's a 
matter of understanding what is occurring around us in 
Italy and outside of Italy. I say that Occhetto's operation 
can be one of broad scope but that there is also the risk 
of its becoming mired in petty tactics. | detest mimicry, 
subterfuge. | say that | await a show of proof by the PCI, 
beginning with the rules of the game—above all, precise 
rules in support of the weaker, unprotected social cate- 
gones. Continued loyalty to the cause of solidarity seems 
to me a duty. Ideological choices must be clearly stated — 
then, too, the rules of civil coexistence, rules pertaining 
to interests and conflicts. These rules must be rational 
and clearly defined, but they must also be fair. In the 
East, the rules were crystal clear, and we have scen the 
outcome. As a businessman, | want to take part in the 
defining of these rules, and, once they have been defined, 
I shall feel compelled to conform to them. 


[L°UNITA] Is this a proposal for a social pact? 
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[Lombardi] If you wish, yes. After all, it’s not always truce 
that the PCI has systematically been opposed to busi- 
ness, although in many instances its thinking has been 
governed by facile demagogy—for example, in the scho- 
lastic area. And I don't say that business is always right. 
I have never thought so. Among other things, we are 
today in the presence of an excess of power in the hands 
of the large economic concentrations, the negative 
results of which are now evident. In this respect, as well, 
we must have clearly understood rules, democratically 
defined. But, for example, when Minister Formica— 
with the backing of the PCI, | find—proposes a law 
against tax evasion that harasses businessmen who have 
always complied with the law, I disagree. I believe the 
Communists still have a need to become fully and 
profoundly conversant with the principles on which a 
society ruled by law is founded. Then there is the 
probiem of political governance. The governing methods 
of the parties have become unbearable to business. The 
rules have been supplanted by blackmail procedures, 
high-handedness, authoritarian behavior. That's the 
other side of the coin 


{L°UNITA] Is it your view that the PCT's new course will 
be able to unfreeze the political system” 


[Lombardi] Anyone who is battling, as | am, outside the 
preconstituted establishment made up of traditional 
alliances and parties cannot be other than pleased with 
what is happening. It will also help, | hope, to nd 
ourselves of the muddling mediocrity that has reigned in 
Italy for too long. 


* Spadolini for More Changes 
WESO0276C Rome LA REPUBBLICA in Italian 
16 Nov 89 p4 


[Interview with president of the Senate Giovanni Spad- 
olint by Sandra Bonsanti: “Spadolini Between the 
Eternal Feudists: ‘And Now, Clarification With the PSI 
Is Needed”; date and place not given, first paragraph is 
LA REPUBBLICA introduction] 


[Text] The president of the Senate sees the name change 
aS an important step, but now “what is needed is a 
full-fledged entry into the Socialist International.” 


Giovanni Spadolini is among the most diligent observers 
of “planet PCI [Italian Communist Party],” not only 
because of his institutional role as president of the 
Senate but also because of his long experience as head of 
the PRI [Italian Republican Party], a party that lays 
absolute claim to being part of the area and traditions of 
the left. 


{LA REPUBBLICA] Mr. President, the PCI ts recasting 
its mold. Is this what has been expected of it, and what 
you as well have long hoped for, or is something still 
lacking” 


[Spadolini] The change of name is now an unavoidable 
consequence stemming from the headlong and extraor- 
dinary rush of developments sweeping over Eastern 
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Europe, from Poland to Hungary to Germany, in an 
impressive crescendo of events. It must be acknowledged 
that Occhetto long ago perceived the necessity of that 
change. But it has taken the fall of the Berlin wall—the 
symbol of real communism’'s diversity and, at the same 
time, its intolerance—to help him overcome all the 
resistance and perplexity, both of which are understand- 
able from the standpoint of revolutionary logic. Luigi 
Pintor explains it very well in yesterday's MANIFESTO. 


[LA REPUBBLICA] At this time, is the change of name 
sufficient” 


[Spadolini] No. The name change, although relevant and 
im some Cases upsetting, is clearly not enough. What is 
needed 1s the PCT's entry pleno jure [with full rights} into 
the Socialist Intcrnational, shunning the temptations of 
an undefined and eclectic European left. Consequently, 
the problem arises of a prior clarification of relations on 
the left with the other Livorno-born party, the PSI 
{Italian Socialist Party], which indeed historically—and 
I cite Pertini and Terracini—is the winner of the pro- 
tracted conflict between socialism and communism, a 
feud that has lasted 70 years. 


[LA REPUBBLICA] Forthwith, then, a PCI in the 
Socialist International? 


(Spadolini} Joming the International means making cer- 
tain commitments, observing certain norms, aligning 
one’s principles with those that are valid in Europe as 
well as in Italy. Democracy cannot be fully attained 
without rules of European scope. Woe betide anyone— 
PCI or PSl—bent on mutual political “leapfrogging.” 
The renouncing of the term “communism” must not, 
under any circumstances, be met with intransigence or 
gestural posturing. Otherwise, we will have gained 
nothing from the change.“ 


{LA REPUBBLICA] President Spadolini, what is likely 
to be the role of the laical parties in this restructuring of 
Italian politics? 


[Spadolini] Ugo La Malfa always looked forward with 
hope to a “restructuring™ of the Italian left that would 
bridge the gaps between the two major parties repre- 
senting the workers’ movement, through the “Western- 
izing” of their platforms and political precepts, a “West- 
ermization™ that for 30 years—that is, since the carly 
beginnings of the center-lefi—has concerned only the 
Communists, intent upon bringing the left’s reform 
action into line with the rules of an advanced industrial 
society. Now, the “restructuring” of the left is inevitably 
bound to affect the laical democratic area as well. This is 
an area that is destined not only to grow but also to 
provide an essential function through the stimulating of 
innovative political platforms and the smoothing of 
political transitions. 


[LA REPUBBLICA] Do you think, therefore, that rela- 
trons within the left from now on will be less conflictual? 
And do you expect closer cooperation between the PRI 
and the other parties of the left? 
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[Spadolini] I believe that the platforms of a reformist 
socialism [leftist term for a socialism that limits change 
to marginal reforms of the socialist system, leaving its 
Structure intact] will not be able to avoid continual 
comparisons with those drawn up by a reform-conscious 
democracy, all within the dialectic bond of cooperation 
and, at the same time, emulation, that throughout the 
history of modern Italy has united the socialist, laical- 
democratic, and, above all, republican movements. 


* DC, PSI, et al Comment 
QOES0276D Milan L’UNITA in Italian 21 Now 89 p § 


[Article by Pasquale Cascella: “POPOLO and AVANTI! 
See Brakes Being Applied”; first paragraph is L'UNITA 
introduction] 


[Text] Frenzied hands at DC [Christian Democratic 
Party] headquarters, PSI [Italian Socialist Party] head- 
quarters, head offices of the unions, and the ministries 
have picked up the press agency dispatches on 
Occhetto’s report to the Central Committee of the PCI 
{Italian Communist Party]. AVANTI! carries the head- 
line: “For Now, PCI’s Name Unchanged.” IL POPOLO 
sees Occhetto applying the brakes: “New Course Is 
Arduous.” But what is behind the waiting and the 
reservations’ Some say openly: “Everything 1s back to 
debate.” 


Rome—The world of politics is watching the PCI, the 
choices on which it is embarking, the impassioned in- 
house debate, the anguish of many militants. Everything 
is being analyzed, weighed, measured. Reporters are 
even finding themselves the recipients not of off-the-cuff 
comments but rather of questions on this or that passage 
of the PCI secretary's speech. That it 1s a change 1s 
beyond question. Breaking through the reserve behind 
which he has been declining comment, Filippo Caria, 
social democratic group leader in the Chamber of Dep- 
uties, says: “Occhetto has launched proposals amounting 
to an Outright remolding of the party.” Giorgio Benve- 
nuto, socialist of the UIL [International Labor Office 
(ILO)), freely acknowledges “the courage and determ:- 
nation with which Occhetto presented his proposals to 
the leadership bodies of the party, even though many 
things remain to be clarified within the party.” Paolo 
Cabras of the DC, however, warns: “Beware of usual 
reactions. I don't want an old PCI. What interests me is 
a PCI in the process of evolving. Therefore, it is the 
substantive content of the change that we—all of us— 
must analyze because politics is not made of airtight 
compartments.” Giovanni Goria exhorts the DC not to 
let itself become unhinged: “The PCI,” he says, “1s about 
to enter the government arena with full entitlement to 
compete, compelling us all to reconsider our respective 
positions and thinking.” Only Giulio Andreott: makes a 
show of indifference. In a marginal comment at a DC 
mecting on the issue of university self-rule he said: “Each 
is master of his own house, and the Communists are best 
left alone to resolve their own problems.” But the prime 
minister reveals the limits of his indifference with a 
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gratuitous quip: “They can't be concerned with univer- 
sities. They're too busy solving other problems.” 


These other problems, however, are those of the Italian 
democracy, which to date is stymied by the absence of an 
alternative of the left to which all the historic and 
progressive forces of the left would be committed. Marco 
Pannella addresses an appeal, an invitation, and a ques- 
tion to the Central Committee of the PCI (“a party that 
1s traversing an exciting test of its vitality and potential, 
a necessarily democratic test; it is the only party that 
adheres to and was fashioned by “democracy.””). The 
appeal is to Pietro Ingrao “to seek to understand, with 
humility, that what seems to shock him 1s none other 
than the political aim that he himself seeks.” The invi- 
tation is to “a constituent for the laical and democratic 
uniting of all our country’s historic, ideological, social 
forces.” The question is addressed to the secretary (“No 
one, perhaps, is contributing as much as Occhetto to the 
consigning of the PCI's name to history.”): “If a new 
political force is to come into being as an alternative to 
the past, can this party exclude all the great history of 
liberal democracy and of the liberal democrats in order 
to include only the heirs and guardians of social democ- 
racy” Is the liberal revolution more improbable than the 
socialist revolution?” 


Nor 1s it mere happenstance that the PCI's new course is 
being watched with greatest concern by the governing 
majority's intermediate parties, squeezed as they are 
between Forlani’s DC and Craxi’s PSI in a political 
framework that day after day evidences platform and 
policy “boundaries.” Giorgio La Malfa’s PRI, for its 
part, is seeking to determine whether and how the 
magnitude of the PCI's “shift” can produce a chain 
effect within the “socialist family,” which the PCI pro- 
poses as the entity on which the responsibility falls for 
“offering” a credible potential alternative. The PSDI 
[Italian Socialist Democratic Party] appears to be riding 
the same wavelength. “A full-scale alignment of the left. 
constituted entirely in accordance with Western values,” 
says Caria, “1s the prerequisite for rendering our democ- 
racy complete.” The social democratic spokesman views 
Occhetto’s plan as still a “proposal.” but one that is 
“worthy of maximum interest.” In only a slightly more 
cautious vein, PSDI Secretary Antomo Cariglia points 
out “the pressing need for the Communist Party to go 
beyond an affirmation of principle and issues related to 
a name change, and, finally, find the courage to put its 
intentions to renovate into concrete action.” Attention 1s 
also being bestowed by the liberals: “The choices the PCI 
iS making entirely independently and freely.” says the 
Liberal Party's under secretary Savino Melillo, “cannot 
fail to further the consolidation of free democracy.” 


But what about the PSI? Craxi’s men have virtually 
entrenched themselves behind a wal! of wait-and-see. 
Claudio Martelli paints the picture of a “socialist ark 
loaded with transfers of productive goods. capital, and 
technologies” that the European socialist forces should 
launch in the “deluge” that is sweepings away “commu- 
nism in the East.” But he is at great pains to avoid saying 
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a single word as to how much the PCI has contributed 
and continues to contribute in Europe and our country 
that is fertile to the transformation of the East. It is as if 
the socialists have been caught off-balance and are still 
having difficulty getting back into the game. Everything 
they come up with seems to be out of sync with events, 
like the “problem™ Gianni De Michelis poses to the PCI: 
“The important thing is not so much the name change. 
What is important is that the PCI orient its policy in a 
direction that is more along the lines of democratic 
socialism.” Lines that are obviously left undefined, per- 
haps to avoid having to contend with disavowals by the 
other European tributaries of democratic socialism. 
“The PCI has had to settle accounts with history,” adds 
Vincenzo Balzamo. But then the PSI's administrator 
himself turns the clock back to thal propagandistic 
overworked demand that the PCI “say if 1 wants to 
cancel the scission of Livorno [the forming of the Com- 
munist Party in a breakaway from the Socialist Party at 
Livorno on 21 January 1921]. Also being conveniently 
evoked as a self-serving counterargument is “the Com- 
munist participation last Saturday in Rome in the dem- 
onstration against the drug law, characterized by the 
antisocialist malice displayed in the “Executioner Craai” 
placards. More subtly, AVANTI! berates Maurice 
Duverger, French socialist elected to the European Par- 
liament on the PCI ticket, for arguing in CORRIERE 
DELLA SERA that, if the PCI's entry into the Socialist 
International were to be rejected, the one to reap “a 
disadvantage” would be the latter, since, “deprived of 
this salt of the International left, it would remain some- 
what insipid.“ The PSI newspaper cites the “paradox” 
advanced by another intellectual, Ruggero Guarini: 
“The demise of the communists will be survived by the 
procommunists.“ In sum, anything to circumvent the 
basic problem of a new relationship within the left. But 
perhaps at least once in the past there was a positive 
example: in unionism. Giorgio Benvenuto recalls: “The 
entry of the CGIL [Italian General Confederation of 
Labor (mainly Communist and Socialist)j into the CES 
[European Trade Union Confederation (ETUC)]. which 
the CISL [Italian Confederation of Trade Unions (Chris- 
tian Democratic)] and the ILO [International Labor 
Office] both sponsored without quid pro quo, introduced 
a splendid and more advanced international experience 
and, in a way, helped to hurdle several difficulties in 
relationships among ourselves in Italy.” 


* Forlani Encourages Occhetto 
QE S0276E Rome LA REPUBBLICA in Italian 
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[Article by Loredana Bartoletti] 


[Text] The wait-and-see attitude of the PSI [Itahan 
Socialist Party] continues. During its executive group's 
mecting yesterday afternoon, the PCI [Italian Commu- 
nist Party] was mentioned but only informally. Craxi 
returned very late from Sciascia’s funeral. It was 1930 
hours when he asked the press office to send him all of 
the press agency reports on the PCI Central Committee's 





proceedings. Then the PSI's executive group began its 
meeting in the boardroom. There was a brief discussion 
and a taking of a hard-line position against the Prague 
regime, afier which “free and informal” discussion on 
the PCI got under way. But the official position will not 
be known for a few days yet. 


The Christian Democrats, on the other hand, are not 
stinting On statements. “Let this unity indeed become a 
reality, but leave some room for the others as well,” 
Prime Minister Giulio Andreotti quipped yesterday in 
response to the PCI's Gerardo Chiaromonte, who. in his 
introduction to Giuseppe Avolio’s book “L'utopia del- 
lunita” [The Utopia of Unity] had remarked that a 
potential unification of the PCI with the PSI could give 
rise to fears within the DC [Christian Democratic Party] 
of a shrinking of the spaces “providence”™ is supposed to 
reserve for it. In Andreotti’s view, however, the present 
moment “1s full of nsks but also of promise—an oppor- 
tunity thai can be wasted if it is approached in an 
outdated manner. with debates on who was right and 
who was wrong.” The discourse, the prime minister said, 
1S more complex. It's a matte, of seeing “how forces that 
are moving along preset lines can be merged.” 


Yesterday. in Strasbourg, DC Secretary Arnaldo Forlani 
also commented on the process of renovation under 
discussion within the PCI. “In view of the perturbing 
nature of the events that are occurring in Eastern 
Europe,” he said during a pause in the proceedings of the 
European Parliament. “it is my personal opinion that the 
PCI cannot possibly respond with partial tactical adjust- 
ments. I think,” he concluded, “that Occhetto has felt 
the urgent need to send a strong and easy-to-understand 
signal of change ~ 


And, within the DC itself, there are also those who find 
in the communist events food for serious thought in- 
house. If the process that has been started over the past 
few days succeeds in changing the Italian political land- 
scape, say the DC's Mancino and Fracanzani, the DC as 
well will be affected by the fallout and will have to 
rethink tts role. Nicola Mancino, leader of the DC 
senators, expressed the hope that “Occhetto's effort can 
20 forward,” and stated that this “process of revising or 
remolding the PCI will bring down once and for all the 
bipolar framework of Italian politics.” In effect, there 
will be “an enfeebling of the systemic alternative” 
[defined in Italian political usage as “an alternative that 
expresses itself in new configurations and party align- 
ments, but never beyond the boundaries of the system,” 
which at present revolves around the DC as its linchpin] 
as a new “system of alliances” takes shape “ever less 
around ideological watersheds and ever more around 
concrete political platforms.” While the PCI must guara 
against a possible error—that of “remolding itself under 
the theoretical banner of liberation from the DC” —the 
DC, on the other hand, says Mancino, must address itself 
to new problems, “beginning with the fact that signs, 
pressures, and linkups abound, pointing in the direction 
of the ‘alternativa’ [see 90ES02766 above] as their 
objective. A prospect of this nature “cannot be viewed 
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with disfavor, even though ut will pose the necessity. 
particularly for the DC. of maintaining a high-level 
capability of offering viable innovative platform imiutia- 
lives and mustering supportive forces.” In sum, Mancini 
concludes, to avoid being boxed in on the conservative 
front, Piazza del Gesu [DC headquarters, Rome] “must 
rediscover and enhance its cultural background and its 
popular roothold.~ 


Carlo Fracanzani cxpresses 2 similar view. “To become 
a new party.” he says, “1 will not suffice the PCI to label 
the DC as ‘the enemy. and much less so as though ul 
were the conservative linchpin of the national system.” 
The new political situation, the minister of state partic- 
ipations continucs, nevertheless calls for the DC to 
devote serious thought to the relationships among the 
political forces. The latter must also cxpress themselves 
by way of a decisive high-level confrontation on pro- 
posals and plans. It must also give scrious thought to the 
need to “preserve and strengthen ts popular character” 
now that “the principal ideas and initiatives for which 
the DC has traditionally fought are becoming common 
property within the country and within the very PCL” 


Luigi Granelli’s judgment, however, 1s very harsh: For 
the PCI, he said yesterday, “Things can also change for 
the worse, despite its justified preoccupation with not 
remaining prostrate in the face of far-reaching transfor- 
mations. Change.” continued the spokesman of the DC's 
left wing, “is a legitimate aspiration.” but. as for the 
“decision at the summiut™ to transform “a party of mass 
appeal, rooted in the history of the country.” sto “a sort 
of composite, rainbow movement. embodying diverse 
principles and platforms and held together by the pre- 
dominant and mediocre ambition to be. at any cost, an 
alternative to the DC and “apnorrstically” competitive 
with the PSI,” is “adventurous and not very persuasive.” 


* DP Split Over Change 


WES0276F Rome LA REPUBBLICA in Ialian 
24 Now 89 p4 


[Text] The debate within the PCI [liahan Communist 
Party] is also splitting the DP [Prolectarian Democracy] 
party. On the eve of the special congress to be held at 
Rimini from 7 to 10 December, the residual troops 
under Russo Spena’s leadership have split mto two 
mutually opposing stances with respect to the conitro- 
versy precipitated at Bottcghe Oscure [PC] headquar- 
ters}. 


One stance is that of the DP’s “filo-cossuttiana™ faction, 
whose attention 1s fixed on the Communists who dissent 
from Occhetto’s proposed changes. It envisions a future 
to be built, principally together with the PCT's “cossutr- 
ana™ ([pro-Cossutta] wing. around the aim of “creating a 
new communist political force based on appeal to the 
masses.” The opposing DP faction favors a process 
involving new movements, the Greens, women’s Move- 
ments, pacifists. 
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Last week, a vote taken on these two frames of reference 
produced a reversal of positions among the DP icader- 
ship. The motion introduced by the “filo-cossutiana™ 
faction, under the guidance of the DP’s “operaisia™ wing 
[a new-lefit current that accords primacy to furthering the 
political role of the working class], which is headed by 
Luigi Vinci as a minority within the DP, received 17 
votes. The opposing faction’s motion received only 12. 
The party's “majority” was thus defeated im the confron- 
tation. Party secretary Russo Spena had not taken part in 
the voting, specifically to avoid a split. 


Nevertheless, Spena decided to enter the debate on the 
PCI party name with a “letter to the Ieft™ that is to be 
published in today’s MANIFESTO 


From Occhetto’s proposal, writes Russo Spena, “there 
emerges a political signal—that of nonchange- 
ability of the current state of things.” In the DP leader's 
view, “opposite conclusions” can be drawn from the fall 
of the Berlin wall 10 those drawn by the PCI secretary: 
The struggle for democracy in the East 1s not concerned 
with extolling the virtues of a “democracy realized by the 
relationship, environmentalism, and the denial of nghts 
repropose the basic criticism of capitalism.” Commu- 
nism, therefore, is not finished. On the contrary. it is 
very much alive and topical. “It 1s the alternative to the 
existent.” And the remolding of the left, in Reno Spena’s 
view, must be brought about with support “from the new 
social Movements, environmentalist movements, 
women's movements, and pacifist movements.” The DP 
leader envisions “an anticapitalist and antagonist pres- 
ence that will struggle, as a self-managed social and 
political entity, for communism and socialism.” 


The DP secretary concludes his letter with an appeal to 
those who are resolved to fight “against NATO, for the 
night to strike: against authoritarian electoral reform and 
the ceilings on numbers of immigrants, against produc- 
tion of noxix . abstances; and for a wide-.anging con- 
frontational airing of issues and views, which may 
already begin to materialize within days in the form of 
meetings and debates throughout Italy in a process that 
will embark on social struggles and a recasting of policy.” 


* Andreotti, Others Remark 


WES0276G Rome LA REPUBBLICA in Italian 
26-27 Nov 89 p 7 


[Text] It was done too much in haste. This 1s the 
reproach voiced by an expert, Giulio Andreotti, as to 
Achille Occhetto’s move: “lt would be better if he had 
given more thought to the preparation,” said the prime 
minister im an interview with CORRIERE DELLA 
SERA. As to the anguish that is wracking Botieghe 
Oscure [PCI (Italian Communist Party) headquarters). 
Andreotti feels “one must consider the profound crisis 
the Communists have gone through. | sincerely feel 
respect for some of them, from a human standpoint, 
because, while I was enjoying myself as a youth, ihey 
languished in prison. And it strikes me as being not by 


mere chance that some of these appear to be among those 
who don't want to change the PCI] name.” The prime 
minister docs not seem the icast bit worned by the fact 
that Occhetto’s new course will hasten the process of 
unifying the socialists and communists: “Should there 
some day be a diversification of broader scope and a 
need to reshuffle the political cards, I don't think we 
Christian Democrats will go mito mourning on that 
score.” 


The left wing of the DC (Christian Democratic Party], on 
the other hand, expresses disappointment over the most 
recent news from within the Communrst Party and 
resents the PCI's continuing to propose iself as the 
alternative to the Christian Democrats. At the mecting 
of the Lombardy DC's left wing, Mino Martinazzoli sand: 
“The aspect of Occhetto’s viewpoint that fails to con- 
vince me is that, while describing a shift of 360 degrees, 
he specifies that all of this 1s being done as an alternative 
to the DC. I don't understand this. If the political 
landscape 1s to be changed. I don't see why a reverse 
exclusionary compact should be envisioned.” Vice Sec- 
retary Bodrato’s comment in an interview with EPOCA 
hew's to the same line: “Occhetto risks making a mistake. 
The end of the politics of blocs im the miernational 
sphere should be paralleled by the end of mgd align- 
ments on the national political scene as well. Instcad, im 
an effort to reassert the PCT's role, he builds his entire 
proposal around the idea of an alternative to the DC. 
This seems to me a reductive viewpoint that will compel 
him to recognize Craxi’s leadership.” Things will take a 
different course, Bodrato continues, if Occhetto “can see 
his way to reserving a role for us as well.” The vice 
secretary acknowledges the DC left wing's fear that the 
Communist move will push the DC toward the nght: 
“Our problem is to avoid berng perceived as a force in 
the conservative corner.” 


In the interview. Bodrato also lobs a provocative dart at 
Craxi, saying that, at the conclusion of the process of 
transforming the PCI, the socialist secretary “will be 
stronger, but eventually he too will have to decide to 
change names. In the East” he asks, “are not socialism 
and communism virtually synonymous” 


The viewpoints surfacing throughout the rest of the party 
are different, however. Forlami, for cxampiec, has com- 
mented positively on Occhetto’s choice, acknowledging 
that “the fall of Marxism 1s putting at issue the continued 
viability of our own positions.” In effect. what the DC 
leader 1s saying 1s. If they are no longer communists, we 
can no longer count on the drawing power of anticom- 
munism. But, by way of an indirect response, Antomo 
Gava says: “That is not altogether true because we 
cannot assume that with the downfall of communism the 
communists will suddenly disappear — 


Among the socialists, there 1s irritation over the recep- 
ton accorded by the Communrsts to what Cras: con- 
siders an opening toward the PC1. Upon his return from 
Geneva, the PSI [ltahan Socialist Party] secretary gen- 
eral did not want the record to show the accusation 








leveled at him by Occhetio’s response to the Central 
Commiutiee—namely, that be [Craxi] had “played an 
enterprising role mn the consolidating of a stifling polu- 
cal system that has reached the outer limits of is 
potential.” Craxi’s spokesman, Intimi, was therefore 
instructed to respond: “According to the Socialist Party's 
secretary, these positions are profoundly mistaken.” 


To LA NAZIONE, Claudio Maricth said: “We shall soon 
see whether we're talking about a tactical error and poor 
choice of words, of fearing to open oneself up to too 
much m-house critecrsm on the eve of a special, trau- 
matic, and administrative-clections congress. If that 1s 
the case. there's plenty of tume to clanfy and correct. But 
if what we are secing is a farfetched and presumptive 
attempt to remold and hegemonize the Ieft without and 
against the PSI, then we are talking about a battic, and an 
all-out battle.” The other party of the left, the PSDI 
{Itahan Socialist Democratic Party], confirms that a 
favors the PCT's entry into the Socialist International, 
but it 1s beginning to reveal nts conditions: To RESTO 
DEL CARLINO, Cangha stated that “Occhetto must 
divest his apparatus of its maximalist faction. the one 
that 1s least disposed to acknowledge the failure of the 
real socialism. We cannot agree to a cocxistence of two 
salvent viewpoints at Botteghe Oscure ~ 


* Poll Results Differ on PCT's Changes 


* Section Secretaries Approve 
WESOL77A Milan L‘UNITA in Italian 16 Now 89 p 4 


[Unattributed report: “At the Microphones of Roma 
Radio”: Poll of Secretanes—6) Percent Yes. 16 Percent 


Against” 


Text] Rome—“What do you think of this = 3 

oma Italia Radio, the local station of Italia Radio, tet 
the PCI [Itahan Communist Party] of the capital talk mm 
order to get the first reactions to the “revolution” 
proposed by Occhetto. Of the 90 secretarnes mterviewed 
out of the 180 sections of the Roman PCI, 62 percent 
had no doubts and gave a firm answer: “! agree with 


beginning the constituent phase ~ 


The Roman secretaries gave answers by telephone to 
three questions. 


“Are you im agreement with Occhetto’s proposal”” 
Deciaring that they were in favor of the “break” were 62 
percent of the leaders. Twenty-two percent did not hide 
their uncertainty, and 16 percent of those interviewed 
emphawuzed their opposition to the proposal to establish 
a new political force of the left. 


“What do you think of the idea that your party might 
change its name” Approval was voiced by 24 section 
secretanes, while nine made no mystery of their indif- 
ference im the matter. Alongside these were ¥) who 
indicated uncertainty and 33 who ex lear oppo- 


sition to the idea of putting the name and the symbol 
Into storage 
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“But to whom 1 the secretary of the PCI addressing his 
proposal’” The definite reponse of 72 sccretancs was 
“It os a proposal addressed to the entire ieft.” On the 
other hand, nine interpreted the histor change as a 
bridge toward environmentalists, while six saw i as 
addressed to the PSI [Itahan Socsalsst Party] and three to 
the radicals. 


* PCI Voters Against 
WES0277B Milan L'UNITA in ahan 17 Now &9 p 3 


[Unattributed report: “Poll of 700 Voters: Change the 
Name’ Answering No. 46.2 Percent: in Favor, 37.9 
Percent™] 

[Text] Rome—They don't want to change cither the 
name or the symbol, they don't want Crax: as leader of 
the left, and they think that Occhetto has improved the 
PCI [italian Communist Party}. This is the result of a 
poll of Communrst voters taken by SWG, which EPOCA 
18 publishing m its next rssuc. According to the inquiry. 
46.2 percent are against the name, while 37.9 
are in favor. On the other hand, 63.1 percent do not want 
the symbol of the hammer and sickle changed, while 27.2 
percent are in favor. Saying that they did not want tc 
accept Bettino Craxi as future leader of the icft were 73.6 
percent. The poll was conducted on 700 PCI voters 
Statistically distributed across the country. The same 
mquiry, with the same questions, was conducted im 
February of thes year. At that tome, a few more were 
against the change of name, 48.7 percent, while those in 
favor were 27.7 percent. 


The SWG poll also touched on the matter of a new name. 
For 30 percent (40 in February), the most appropriate rs 
“Workers Party.” while 15.1 percent (1 was 28) would 
call « “Party of the United Left.” and 14.3 percent 
would prefer the wording “Party of Progress.” 1.4 per- 
cent “Labor Party.” 3.8 percent “Democratic Reform 
Party.” 9.5 percent “ltahan Popular Party.” and 6 per- 
cent “European Social-Democratic Party.” 


Relative to the February inquiry, the percentage of those 
against a change im the symbol has increased—then 
was 99.6, today 63.1. But the number of those mm favor 
has also increased, from 22.6 to 27.2. Those favorable to 
a single party of the left have dropped from 59.1! to 55.4, 
while those against have mncreased from 33.6 to 37.7 
Hostility toward Craxi as leader remains constant, from 
73.7 w 736. 


Finally, opimons on Achille Occhetto. Today, 24.6 per- 
cent think that the secretary of the PCI has changed the 
party “a lot” (it was 6.1 m February), 40.1 percent 
answer “little.” 10.3 percent “not at all” (19.1 before), 
and 17.5 percent “enough” (21.7 before). And, to the 
question whether Occhetto has changed this party for the 
better or for the worse, 72.8 say “for the better” (i was 
74.2 in February), and 17.6 “for the worse” (it was 10.4) 


Relative to the change im the symbol, Gianni Muccin, 
president of Itaha Bbdo, the public relations firm that 
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created the new PSI [Italian Socialist Party] wmage. 
maintains that “a decision to keep the present symbol in 
a revised and improved form could also have good 
results.” “If « were up to me.” he says, “!] would request 
a restyling job on the symbol, even a rather radical onc, 
ec ne an, SE mane SNE ee oe eae 


* General Public Favorable 


WESO277C Rome LA REPUBBLICA in Italian 
19-20 Now 89 p & 


[Artcle by LA REPUBBLICA cditoral staff “A Poll on 
Occhetto’s Change of Direction for the Party, Six out of 
10 Itahans Agree With Putting the Hammer and Sickle 
Away”) 

[Text] Milan (g p.}—A public opimon poll conducted by 
a Milan firm, Datamedia (specializing im research on 
radio listening, labor, and politics), has arrived just im 
tume to give an assist to the secretary general of the PCI 
{itahan Communist Party] on the eve of the most umpor- 
tant Central Committee mecting im recent years. 
Between Thursday and Friday, 4.200 persons were con- 
tacted for a total of 3,600 interviews, a sample on a 
nationwide basis. 


Eight Italians out of 10 know that the PCI is changing its 


The sample on which the results were obtained is a 


cent, composed primarily of women (26.9 percent), 


Favoring retention of the name and the symbol are 16 8 
percent. 


There were simular percentages in the contiguous group. 
those between 45 and 64. Adopting the sdécas of the 
secretary of the PCI were 74.9 percent, 68.6 favor 
putting the symbol and the name away. More or less 
fixed is the percentage of the don't knows, | 2.8 percent 


On the other hand, the young and the very young do not 
demonstrate great enthusiasm on the questions Saying 
yes to Occhetto are 42.2 percent, no 11.9 percent, don't 
know no fewer than 45.9, and the same percentage, 45. 
on the question of change of the name and the symbol A 
large part of Italians between | 5 and 24 have no interest 
im questions about the PC]. Regarding the name and the 
hammer and sickic, the very young show themscives to 
be more conservative, perhaps more sentimental. than 
mature persons or the young, including those up to 44 
years old. Only 37 percent would like a new name and 
. but no fewer than 17.1! percent would like to 


keep the present ones. 


Finally, those who disapprove of Occhetio belong to the 
Italy of memories. Only % percent say yes to the 
secretary of the PCI, 29.9 reject him, and 33.7 abstain 
ven on the name and the symbol, the noes have the 
, 40 percent, the don't knows are 14.8 percent, 
the yeses fall to 25.2 percent 
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